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THISMONTH AT THE ASA

DON McBROOM

Friday, October 19, 2007. Time: 7:00—9:30 PM.

Regigtration beginsat 6:45PM. Admissionis$5 for membersand $10 for non-members.
Saturday, October 20, 2007. Time: 1.00—-4:30PM

Registration beginsat 12:45 PM. Admissionis$10for membersand $15 for non-members.

Both meetingswill beheld at the Granite Reef Senior Center. Theaddressis: 1700 N. Granite Reef,
Scottsdale, AZ 85257

FRIDAY NIGHT - Simplified Midpoint I nter- Midpointsgraphically symbolizethesubtle, yet
pretation: What MidpointsAreand What They  dynamic connectionsbetween pointsintheastro-
Can Tell Us logicd chart and describeasynergisticinteraction
between apparently distinct components. Midpoints
Often, theintricate midpoint rel ationshipsthat link suggest not only what can be accomplished, but aso
astrologica influenceshave been perceived as reveal the meansby which thispotentia can be
elusveor excruciatingly complex. Now, Don accomplished.
McBroom’ssmplified approach to midpoints
removesthisstigmaand makesmidpoint anaysis Signed copiesof Don’sbook will beavailablefor
accessibleto anyonewith aseriousinterestin purchase prior to and during the Friday meeting.
agtrology.
SATURDAY Seminar - Practical Midpoint
Midpoints, the Focal Point, andthemidpoint picture ~ Applications: SituationsWhen MidpointsAre
(themidpoint equation) will bedefined aswelearn Particularly Useful
how thesetermsare combined to efficiently describe
gpecific midpoint relationships. Aneasily-learned Building on Friday evening'spresentation, we'll
method will be presented that allowslogical interpre-  continue midpoint interpretationsand explore
tation of thesethree-way interactionsbetween specific situationswhere midpoints can contribute
planetsor points. important information that might otherwiseremain
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hidden, including theimportance of theclosest
midpoint picture, an enhanced understanding
“unaspected” planets, and more.

A portion of Saturday’sworkshop will bedevoted
toindividua questionsre ating to theinterpretation of
the attendee' snata midpoints.

If desired, Saturday workshop attendees may
request acopy of their personal midpoint sortsand
midpoint treesby providing their birthinformationto
Don at donmcbroom@mindspring.com by October
12. Individuaized midpoint printoutswill bedistrib-
uted at Saturday’ sworkshop.

Don McBroom isthe author of Midpoints: |dentify
& Integrate Midpoints Into Horoscope Synthesis
(Llewdlyn Publications) andisapracticing astrol o-
ger and teacher with adeep respect for the personal
expression of individua potentia represented within
every natal chart. Hisresearch and unique approach
to midpoint analysisdescribesthe persona potential
that might otherwiseremain hidden. Hisprofound
yet smpletechnique describeshow midpoints
suggest themeansby which these specificindividua
potentialscan be accomplished.

Gettingto Know Don M cBroom

“My first exposureto astrology wasinrural Okla-
homawhere my father wasawheat farmer. |
observed that certain farming taskswere cons stently
performed during aparticular phase of theMoon. |
neither understood nor doubted thewisdom of using
celestial eventsinthe planning of earthly endeavors,
and just accepted it astheway thingswere. This
observationimpressed upon meat an early age how
thepractical useof cyclica eventscanimpact the
desired outcomewhen we useall thetoolsat our
disposal - both physica and metaphysical.

My conventiona education and scientificinterest
eventually led meto a26-year career asahospital
pharmacist, but inthemid-1990'sastrology re-
entered my life. Despite (or perhapsbecause of)

having astrong scientific background and perspec-
tive, it soon became obviousthat astrology went
wel | beyond the“for entertainment purposesonly”
disclamer.

Recognizing the need to augment my studies, |
enrolledinNod Tyl’sMaster’ sCertification Course,
which provided astructured and consi stent ap-
proachto chart analysisand synthesis. | madeafinal
trangition from pharmacy and opened my astrology
officein Juneof 1999, receivingmy Master’s
Certification from Noel in December of 1999,
graduating with highest honors.

Although pharmacy and astrology might seem quite
different, bothinvolvearolein providing something
that ispotentialy beneficia tothe patient/client. Asl
am aCancer, both careersexhibit adegree of
nurturing, but not inan, * Oh, you poor thing’ manner,
but rather, * thishasthe potential to makeyou feel
better.” Objectivity and adegree of detachment are
also necessary in both professions, so my Uranusin
Cancer conjunct the Midheaven at theAries Point
hasbeen helpful.

A sourceof continual fascinationisthat each astro-
logica measurement - whether life-long asinanatal
measurement, or onein effect for amuch shorter
time- bringswith it the suggestion not of what will
be, but what can be. While astrology suggeststhe
possihilities, our freewill dlowsusto determinethe
specificsof how theseinfluencesareused in pursuit
of our individual needs, goals, and desires.”

Besides being the author of abook on midpoints,
Don offersweekly classesfor advanced students
and periodic workshopsfor studentsof dl levelsat
hisofficein Tucson, AZ, (Persond Astrological
Consultations). Hiswebsite, www.donmc.com,
offerstwo new articlesmonthly and includescom-
pletearchivesof past articles, such as*“What You
Should (and Shouldn't) Expect FromAn
Adrologer.”
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THEARIZONAASTROL OGER ispublished
monthly by theArizonaSociety of Astrologers, a
non-profit organi zation founded on September 7,
1973 at 8:20 PM in Phoenix, Arizonaand incorpo-
rated on September 20, 1974 at 4:30 PM.

Board of Directors

President — Charlotte Benson

(602) 952-1525 or ch@charl ottebenson.com
Vice President —Ken Hopkins

Secretary —Sarah Laurent

Treasurer —Kathe Smith
Programs—DouglasNoblehorse
asanfo@cox.net

Membership—Marcy Kay Weale

Publicity —Kay Cox
Member-at-Large—LindaMorton
Newdletter Editor —Sarah Laurent
asanews(@cox.net

Scribe—MartaMorris

Recording Tape & Book Promotion—LisaCarlin
Historian—Kathe Smith

Statutory Agent —lvan Halvorson

L egal Advocate— Stephen Cox

Webmaster —DouglasNoblehorse

webmaster @azastrologers.org

Member ship

MembershipinASA is$36 ayear, plusaone-time
application fee of $3.00. Asamember, you will
receivethe newd etter by email. Membershipwith
newd etter mailed is$54 ayear. Applicationsand
moreinformation on our membership policiescanbe
found at www.azastrologers.org. Please make
checkspayableto ASA and mail themto PO. Box
9340, Scottsdale, AZ 85252-9340.

Subscriptions

TheArizonaAstrologer isFREE ontheweb. ASA
no longer offers standal one mailed subscriptionsto
thenewdetter.

Advertisng

Please providead copy in .jpg format and send it to
Sarah Laurent at asanews@cox.het. Mail payment
toASA, P. O. Box 9340, Scottsdale, AZ 85252-
9340. Ratesareasfollows:

BusinessCard (2x 31/2) - $5
Quarter Page(31/2x41/2) - $15
Half Page (4 1/2x 6 1/2) - $25

Full Page(91/4x 6 1/2) - $40

Articles

Please send dll articlesviae-mail to Sarah Laurent
at asanews@cox.net. Theeditor reservestheright
to edit text for sizeand content or to rgj ect submis-
sons. All articlesreflect theviewsof their authors.
The ASA assumesno responsibility for articlesor
material contained herein, or for goodsor services
advertised.

Letter from the President . . .Mercury
Retrograde Special... a query from
Charlotte

Hellofellow loversof astrology- | wouldloveto
know how you fedl about changing our meeting
placeto Vision Quest Bookstore, on Scottsdale
Road. Pleaseread on - Sarah has noted someissues
that need consideration (consi deration means*being
withthe Stars”). Pleaseemail usyour ideashere-
all useful commentswill bevery welcomed by the
Board.:)

A word about our current aspects: the South Node
conjunct Saturn - Mercury stationary —Mars
reactionsasit becomesperigee. Thesearerough
aspects, and | suppose we should remind ourselves
to be patient and forbearing and overcome our
lower naturesduring these catalyzingtimes. Seeyou
at themeeting. Thank you all for being friendsof
astrology. Charlotte

ASA at Vision Quest in November

Our November meetingwill beheld at Vision Quest.
That meetingisFRIDAY ONLY. Therewill beNO
SATURDAY MEETING. VisonQuestislocated
ontheeast sideof Scottsdale Rd., just south of Oak
St Itisvery visiblefromthe street. Theaddressis
2225 N. Scottsdale Rd. Phone number is
480-949-1888.
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ASA at Vision Quest permanently?

Severa timesinthe past, ASA hasheld meetingsat
Vison Quest, courtesy of Apryl and Rocky Berlier,
the store’sowners. Now, Apryl hasoffered usfree
meeting space every month. 1f wewereto accept
her offer, wewould give up our lease at the Senior
Center and move permanently toVison Quest. This
isabigdecision, and every ASA member needsto
be part of it.

Vision Quest hasalarge back room with movable
partitionsthat can be used to create up to three
separate classrooms. They aso have plenty of
padded chairs, tables, alectern with mic, and adry-
erase board —all onsite, so storagewould not bea
problem. On the other hand, wewould not be able
to havefood or book sales.

| havelisted anumber of prosand cons, and you
may be ableto come up with more. Please consider
thisideacarefully and email your ideasto Charlotte
Wewill bediscussing thisproposal at future meet-

ings

Pros:
* Free meeting spacefor theforeseeablefuture.
VisonQuest has 17 yearsremaining onitslease.

* Much greater accessto potential new members.

* Freepublicity inVison Quest’'snewdetter andin
their store.

* A moreattractiveand accessiblemeeting Site.
Some peoplewon’t cometo aSenior Center.

* Equipment and suppliesonsite. Inthepast, we
have not had thingslike awhiteboard becausethere
washo placeto storeit.

* No need to messwith food or books. Vision
Quest would order the bookswe requested. Apryl
mentioned thepossibility of book discountsfor ASA
members.

Cons:

* Wewould loseour very favorable, grandfathered-
inratesat the Senior Center. There' sno getting them
back if thingsdon’t work out with Vision Quest.

*\We could not have book sales—amajor fundraiser
for ASA. That meansno more half-price books,
donated books, calendarsthrough ASA, etc. But
you can buy booksat the store.

*Nofood allowed. They might haveavending
machine. The holiday party would be history.

Pleaseemail your ideasto Charlotte at
cb@charl ottebenson.com or talk to any Board
member at themonthly meeting.

Pre-Solstice Party ~ Dec. 11

Celebratethe Jupiter-Pluto conjunction with ASA at
TheDevil’sMartini in Old Town Scottsdale, 4175
N. Goldwater. If you' venever beentoan ASA
party, thisisagood timeto meet our memberswhen
they’ rehaving fun. Andit'sTuesday night, sothings
won't get toowild!

Other aspectsthat night areaMars-Venustrine, a
Moon-Uranus sextile, and aSun-Neptune sextile
...it'sanight madefor aparty!

Holiday Party & Mini-Readings

Thisyear, we redoing something different. We're
streamlining theHoliday Party inresponsetothe
difficultiesof servingan entireholiday med aswe
haveinthe past. Thisyear, we are asking members
tobring -

* Horsd' oeuvres (appetizers, finger foods, happy
hour treats), OR
* Your favorite dessert.

TheBoard will provide beverages(coffee, tea,
spiced punch). Board memberswill bring veggies
and salads, etc. but do not plan to makethisyour
mainmed of theevening.
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If you cannot bring food, please beready to pay
$10 at thedoor asusual for our holiday parties.

Therewill beno program assuch, but everyonewho
comeswill get amini-reading from oneof our three
talented psychics: Kathy Metcalf, BrendaBlack, or
Kay Cox.

Thanks Kay and Steve!

Kay Cox isour new publicity chair. Shehasalot of
good ideasto attract new membersand keep
current onesinterested.

Her husband, Steve Cox, hasagreedto beASA's
legal advocate, anewly-created advisory position.

Last Chance Book Sale!

Except for calendars, ASA will not be selling books
inNovember or December. Thismonth’smeeting
will beyour last opportunity to buy until next year.
And remember ~ astrology books make gredt gifts
for thosewho may beinterested and just need alittle
encouragement. Westill havealot of Bonni€'s
books, and different ones show up at every meeting.

I Second Annual Open-Air Calendar Sale!!
Lisahasorderedthe Maynard caendarsand
expectsthemto be here by the November meeting.
But sncewewill bemeeting at Vision Quest, we
cannot sall theminsidethe store. Therefore, youwill
need to meet Lisainthe parking ot after themeeting
to get your calendar. Exact changewill speed up the
processand makeLisa’'sjob alot easier.

If you want to be sure she hasexactly what you
want, reserveyour calendarsnow. Tell her how
many you want of each kind. You can seeher at this
month’smeeting, or email mtarot@yahoo.com.

Separ ate checks, please!

Welove your donations, memberships, and book

purchases. But each function belongsto adifferent
department, so we need separate checksfor each
thing. Thanks!!

BEAT THE RUSH — RENEW
EARLY!

Last Month at the ASA . . . Ken

Johnson
By Marta Morris, ASA Scribe

Friday L ecture— ChasingtheDragon: The
Moon’sNodesin Hindu Astrology

Inthe absence of our President and VP, Jeanne
Callahanintroduced Ken Johnson, stating that thisis
hisfirst appearance at the A SA but some of usmay
know him from hismany books, among them
Mythic Astrology, co-authored with Arielle
Guttman, and Mansions of the Moon.

Mr. Johnson opened with the comment that “things
changeover theyears.” For instance, inancient
astrology, Aquariusdid not haveitscurrent reputa-
tion of being exciting, unpredictableand fun-loving.
It was considered rather staid. Sign meaningscan
change over timeand cultures, but planetskeep their
meaning.

Sowhat about theNodes? Llewellyn'sAtoZ
Horaoscope, published in 1937, had several pages
for each of the planetsand luminariesbut just afew
linesonthe Nodes—North Node, increases, South
Node decreases!

Dane Rhudyar introduced anew concept about the
Nodesand their psychologica implicationsof
Karma. Thisthemeexpanded our understanding
greetly.

Theoutlook fromthe Vedicisdifferent. TheNodes
haveno physical existence. They arepointsaong
the ecliptic where eclipses occur and can be pre-
dicted. TheVedicshaveamyththat explainsthe
Nodesdealing with“gods’ and “demons’ who keep
theworldin baance. Both areimmortal aslong as
they feed onthe“nectar” of thegods. Whenthey
ranout, they drilled intoamountainto find more.
Somehow during the processthe* serpent” became
aware of what wasgoing on and decided to avail
himself of thisnectar. Inthe process, hewascutin
haf and became adragon’shead and disembodied
tail. Thehead kegpson “eating” andthetail just

5
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kind of “dlowsthingstofal in.” Thisexplainsthe
“increase”’ and* decrease” definitions, and the
differencein culturesexplainswhy Vedicscons der
the Dragon’sHead or Rahu to be more problematic
thantheTail or Ketu. However, sinceinVedic
astrology the outer planetsare not used because you
cannot seethem, why use the Nodes, which cannot
be seen either?

Rahu means* onewho graspsand onewho seizes.”
Ketuismorelikeacomet'stail. North Node-
controlled peoplehavealust for lifeinthe extreme.
They arethirsty and swallow thingsup. Therecan be
addictionsaswell asaspiritua dimension. For
example, William Blake' schart hasNN conjunct
ASCendant.

The South Node can deal with phobias, nightmares
and psychic experiences. Ketu can also be spiritua

liberation. They seewiththeheart. Example: Ezra
Pound, with SN conjunct ASC, had avery interest-
ing history. Also, Nicole Kidman, whose best roles
involveplayingunusua leading ladies.

InVedic astrology you can“fix” thingsthat are
“broken.” Gem stonesare oneway but theleast
used in India, since so many people aretoo poor to
avail themselvesof gems. Thereare other remedies
for afflicted planets. But thereareno remediesfor
theNodesdueto the eclipsefactor. Rahuisthe
more powerful. Surrender. The Cobra shead.
Thereactudly isthe symbol of the SN on the hood
of acobra. The Nodesdo not own (rule) any
houses. They are“beggarsoutsidethe City.” They
aretenants, independent of thesigns. They can,
however, be exalted by house placement. Rahuis
exatedin Taurusand in 6° of Gemini and Mercury.
Ketuisexatedin Scorpio and 6° of Sagittarius,
whichisaigned withthe Galactic Center. The
“Circleof Life’ (the*Whed of Life") isbound up
withthe Milky Way withitsboundlessstarsand
never-ending ancestry and progeny.

TheDasasin Vedic astrology determineyour life.
They depend onthetimeyou areborn, which
determinesyour cycleof life. Ancient Western

6

astrology also used planetary cyclesknown astime
lords. Thereare9 dasaslasting atotal of 120 years.

Examplesof “ celebritiesacting badly” werethe
chartsof ParisHiltonwith NN “swallowing” the
Moon and SN conjunct Venus. Britney Spearsaso
has SN closeto Venus.

Thechart of Bob Dylan, who wasin hisRahu Dasha
from 1963 to 1982, wasagood example of “plan-
etary cycles’ or “timelords’ and how they manifest.

Saturday Seminar — The Dragon in
Your Chart

Saturn del aysthings depending on house placement.
In the 7th house—delayed or no marriage. Or you
may marry someoneolder. With morethan one
planet in the 7th house, you may have morethan one
marriage. Ditto Mercury. Empty 7thhouseis
deemed beneficin Vedic astrology. If theruler of the
7thhouseis“introuble’ then youwill have problems
withregard to marriage.

Moon’sNodes. emphasiswas put on housesrather
thansigns. Sincethemoreyou share, with others
(sgns) thelesspersonal it can be.

If thereisno birthtimeinWestern astrology you use
the Solar Chart based onthe Sun. InHindu astrol-
ogy, they would usethe Moon. Next tothe
ASCendant, itisthemost persona point. Evenwith
thetimeknown, the Lunar chartisalwaysused as
wal.

1. Going over thenodesand their meaning, Mr.
Johnsonreferredto last night’s chartswith Nodeson
thehorizon. South Node ontheAscendant: Ezra
Pound and NicoleKidman. John Lennon aso had
SN conjunct ASC; he could be gentle or exemplify
the NN, but once he met Yoko Ono, shewashis
NN.

2. Nodesconjunct the Luminaries: Cuspsdo not
exisinVedic. The“houses’ arelikereal estate; the
boundariesarelikephysica walls, whereasin
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Western astrology you kind of “float” over the
boundaries.

Rahu rulescomputersin Vedic—outer planetsare
not used.

TheNodesmeasureeclipses: Timothy Leary was
bornwith an eclipse—SN conjunct Sun/Maoon.

With NN conjunct Moon: Head of the Dragon:
fierce, over-activeminds. Rahu swallowsthe
Moon. Thispersonisavaricious— wantsmoreand
more. Example: Courtney Love. Good use:

Pablo Picasso. Thirst for famewith unquenchable
energy.

Sun conjunct SN: tendency towards confusion,
phobia, dark side. Sunisthe ego. Natura mystic.
Vedic astrol ogers disagree about the SN, but all
agreeonthedifficultiesof Rahu conjunctions. Strong
Ketu can pose problemsin Western society. Clos-
ing off theKetu functionwill causeconfusion,
phobias.

3. Houses. Hindu and early Greek astrologersdid
not useorbs. Wholesignsare used. Using asc/dec/
MC/IC axisworks up to about 45 degrees|atitude.
In St. Petersburg, Russia—66 degreeslatitude—itis
difficult towork with any of thehouse systems.
Hence, wholesignwill work better.

Why arethe nodes better in some housesthan
others? Ketuislike Neptune. A malefic canbe
positiveinitsown house. MarsinAriesor Scorpio
isgood. Saturnin Capricorn or Aquariusditto.
Saturn cangivestructure. A planetinitsexaltation
becomesitshighest spiritua sdif.

Rahu rulesnothing but does better in Mercury signs.
Houses: 3rd, 6th, 10th, 11th. Why? 3rdisan
energy house. Multi-tasking.

6th—house of sickness. ASC isthe house of health.
Enemy of theASC. Marsinthe6thisathletic;
Saturnremovesillness, Rahufightsillness.

Ketuin 6th—black holein consciousness. The

difference between the mean node and the true node
isthat the nodes are more powerful when direct,
moreturbulent. Whereasretrograde planetsare
more powerful than direct planetsbecausethey are
brighter inthe sky.

10th—businessiscompetitive. NN wantsto
consumeeverything, very ambitious. Innovative.
Ketuinthe 10th would wonder why they need a
career at all.

BeforeaKetu cyclemoveyour money/gainsintoa
safeinvestment, becauseyou could lose what
you'vegained.

11th—different meaning in Vedic—resources from
career. (1st iswhoyou are, 2ndisyour money and

your lineage...)

Einstein had agreat 10th house, but not agood 11th
house. Herarely earned morethan the average
professor. It wasasked, canyou haveagreat 11th
houseand aterrible 10th house? Yes. Rahuisgreat
inthe 11th house. All planetsaregood inthe 11th
house. Greekscalled it the house of good fortune.

Coming out of aRahu cyclecan causelosses.

4. Planetary cyclesare called dasas (pronounced
dasha) or timelords. Planetary cyclesareextremely
individualized. They dwaysfollow acertain order,
but whereyou beginisindividua.

Suncyclelasts 6 years,

Moon: 10years

Mars. 9years

Rahu: 19years

Jupiter: 16 years

Saturn: 19years

Mercury: 15years

Ketu: 7years

Venus. 20years

Sinceall of theforegoing arerather lengthy, thereare
secondary cycles. For example, the 19-year Rahu
cyclecan go consecutively through thedashacycle:
Rahuw/Rahu — Rahu/Jupiter — Rahu/Saturn —

7
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Rahu/Mercury — Rahu/K etu— Rahu/Venus—
Rahu/Sun — RahuM oon — Rahu/Mars, etc.

Venus/ Saturnin mutual reception would befavor-
able (albeit square).

Peopl e born with a9th house Rahu do not follow
the path of Dharma. InWestern culture, thisplace-
ment separatesyou fromthereligionintowhichyou
wereborn. Iteclipsesyour religion. Ketuinthe 9th
ismydticdl.

Rahuwiththe planet Mercury isthemind of the
writer or at worst, logic to con—acreative geniusor
acrimina mind. KetuwithMercury dissolvesal
logic andisgood for astrology or poetry.

Rahuwith Venusis problematic—turbulent love
affairs. KetuwithVenusis*impossiblelove,”
Spiritud loveand mysticism.

Rahu/Mars—athletesand/or rage-aholics. Ketu/
Mars—unusua yogis, gurus, spiritud warrior,
kundulini, or paranoia.

Rahuw/Jupiter—creating wed th/mulltiplies/gifted
entrepreneur. Ketuw/Jupiter—religiousmystic,
scholar, best astrol oger.

Rahu/Saturn—too much of agood thing, not good
for money. Ketu/Saturn—retreat and the spiritual
quest.

Rahu/Uranus—doublestheroller coaster effect.
Ketw/Uranus—"dead on” or susceptibleto cults.

Rahu/Neptune—addictive. Ketu/Neptune—
beautiful.

Rahu/Pluto—atom bomb, unstoppable. Ketu/
Pluto—"Mafiaprincess’—you had to bethere!

The Sign Within Each Sign

Thismateria comesfrom Bil Tierney’sbook, The
Twelve Faces of Saturn, published in 1998.

8

Comments made about the Sign under examination
should not beread asreferring to one’ sSun sign.
Instead they refer to the essence of thesignitsalf, i.e.
Capricorn-ness, rather than Sunin Capricorn.

Forillusgtration, | will focusonly onthosethreesigns
that either oppose or square Capricorn. Ideally, the
remaining eight Sgnsthat sextile, trine, semi-sextile
and quincunx any signwill, al together, help flesh out
that Ssgn’soveral character profile, adding nuances
to attitude and behavior. It seemsthat thosesigns
that form ahard aspect to any foca sign examined
explicitly affect how and why that Sign operatesthe
way it does.

| find thistechniqueamarvellousway to contem-
platesign motivation. All you haveto doisput the
signyou areinterested in ontheAscendant, and then
includethesignsthat follow counter-clockwiseinan
equal house pattern. Notewhat sign-to-sign aspect
patternsareformed and then try to figure out why
thesesignsarein those specific agpecting positions!

Why isCapricornwhat itis?

Part of what makes Capricorntick isthenatural
oppositionit formsto thewater sgn Cancer; itis
drawntoand yet pullsaway fromthe“touchy-fedy”
lunar approachtolife Cancer represents (attraction
vs. repulsionisatypical dynamicfoundinthe
opposition patternitself). Thus, Capricornis
ambivaent about emotiondlity, especidly initsopen,
assartive expression (cardina water). Perhapsthe
Goat triesto prevent vulnerabilitesfrom surfacing
and gettingintheway of itssingle-minded ambition
to “takeover” and master itsouter world. By
keeping atight lid on emotional reactions, Capricorn
can makepractical, hard choiceswithout insecure
fedlingsinterfering and making Capricorn waver or
givein. But that only reinforcesthesign’straditiona
reputation for appearing hard-nosed or even cold.

Andyet .. .thoughthissgn may externaly seem
tough and crusty —wearing that famousfrown —
Capricornismoresendgitive, tender, and even
sentimenta ontheinsidethat casua observerswould
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guess. Itsfedingsget hurt very quickly, athough
peoplerarely get to seethat.

Capricornisalso devoted to traditions of the past
and unbroken family rituas, plusit hasgreat respect
for ancestry and lineage (al actually Cancerian
issues). There'sthusalot morewatery Cancer
lurking in Capricorn than thisstiff-upper-lipped earth
signwould liketo admit. Healthy Capricorn energy
means unbl ocked accessto Cancerian energy and
dlitsvirtues.

But Capricorn aso makesitsfirst (lower/waxing/
opening) squareto Aries. Squares, until resolved,
seem to create perceptual roadblocks, wherethe
two signsin question are sharply at oddswith each
other until their initialy clashing needscan establisha
common ground of interest (unlikethemore comple-
mentary opposing signs). Of course, thefrictionthat
devel ops can spur ustoincorporate the strengths of
both signs—yet whilewestruggletodorthis, it'sthe
glaring weaknesses of each signthat seemtobe
over-emphasized in afrustrated manner.

Inthiscase, what makes Capricornwhat itis, isthat
itisNOT Aries. Itflat out rgjectsalmost everything
thisimpetuousfiresign standsfor. Ariesistoo brash,
too straightforward, too aggressive, too risk-taking,
and eventoo unprepared in actiontofitinwiththe
cautioudy designed plansof “I don’t reveal my
movesprematurely” Capricorn. The Goat excelsin
careful strategy, not spontaneity; in practical delib-
eration, not impulsivity. Plus, there'sasense of
reserveand anair of quiet dignity in Capricorn that
isnearly non-existent in overtly expressive, noise-
makingAries. In Capricorn’seyes, Ariesisunreli-
able, not aclassact, and doesn’t deservetoruleat
thetop of thesocial stratum.

Actudly, Aries raw and unbridled self-expression
frightensthe heck out of Capricorn, but themorethe
Goat rejectsAries-ness, the stiffer and morebrittle
itspersondity gets—olefuddy-duddy! Capricorn
needsAriessothat it can letloose more often
without feding shameor guilt. By rgectingAries, the
Goat remainstoo uptight to take bold chances, too

controlled to act quickly enough when unexpected
opportunity knocks, and too disciplined to break set
patternsand alow for fresh perspectives. Lifefor
Capricorncangrow stae.

Capricornisasonot Libra. What’sso wrong with
nice, sweet Libra? Maybe Capricorn fearsthe
consequencesof being al that sweet and kindto
people, who can then turn around and take unfair
advantage of thesituation. Actualy, Librawantstoo
much equdlity in relationshipsto satisfy Capricorn,
who would rather bethelead supervisor, the boss
who'sinfull chargeof any relationship and who gets
tocall theshots.

Saturn’ ssign wantsto havethe upper hand at all
times, while Librawould opt for periodic power role
reversds, al inthenameof fair play. The Goat
worriesthat such“fair play” could oneday meanit
will end up on the bottom again, stripped of its
upremeauthority.

Libraisalso too people-oriented for Capricorn,
who haslessinterestingetting al that intimateand
chummy. By rgjecting Libra, Capricorn getsto
ensureadequate socid distancewhilegivingthe
appearance of responsi blecollectiveinvolvement.
But it doesn’t connect with peopleaseasily and as
smoothly asthisVenus-ruled air sign.

There’'sonething about Librathat Capricornredly
can't stand: itsexasperating indecisiveness. Capri-
corndoesn’t go for much fence-sitting or wishy-
washy response. Althoughit’snot going to commit
toaction asreadily asimpulsiveAries, whenit does,
it'swith asolid sense of commitment backed by the
determination to seethingsthrough.

Libra, meanwhile, isstill not too surewhether it will
oritwon’t, or whether it canor it can’t. Libra seven
willing to passthe buck at acertain point, which
Capricorn would never do. And so, the Goat is
firmly decisiveand sure-footed when it comesto
making itsmoves, andislessinfluenced by othersin
the process.



