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Philip’slectureon Venusand Marswasadeightful
tour of information and wit on thetwo planets, after
the Sun and Moon, most likely to bediscussed
between interested parties. From these basics, we
can put together afair pictureof our owndesires
and drivesand thosein our relationships.

Venusasruler of Librarepresentsthe archetype of
femininebeauty. Mythologicdly, wehavethebattle
between Uranusand hissons, inwhich heiscas-
trated, with hisgenitalsfalinginto the ocean and
foaming to such an extent that Venusisborn of the
reaction. Sheemerges*“onthehdf shell,” toquote
Philip, salling totheldand of Cythera, where her
beauty isrecognized by al but her skill at getting
thingsdoneislamentably short. Sheisfindly given
thejob of looking beautiful, and so emergesthe
archetypeof femininebeauty and practica
dysfunctiondity, whichfor centurieswasthefeminine
ideal and caricature.

Venusasruler of Taurusisthe archetype of under-
gtandingthemateria plane, bothinthetraditiondly
accepted sense of being material, but alsointhe
sense of recognizing that ahug isworth morethan
any mink jacket. Theunderstanding of both the
materia and physica and emotional vauescan result
inaphilosophy that says, “ People arewhat count,
and withmy resources, | can get anyonel want.”
Theflipsdeof that istheLibratendency tosay, “If |
can get someoneto likeme, | will beworth some-
thing.” TheLibran needstolearnto bewholeaone
(all-one) rather than trying to make themselves
wholethrough someone e se.

Notethequincunx betweenthetwo signs, indicating
aneed for adjustment between the two concepts,
both ruled by Venus.

Dedling briefly with three specific sign placements of
Venus, those most commonly denigrated, we have
thefollowing.

VenusinVirgo: Thisisaplacement requiringa
genuineinteractionwith the partner. If thereisno
real interaction, theVenusinVirgoislikely to say
“no, thank you” to thewholerelationship. Her
discriminationismatched by aneed to betrueto
herself and to find someone compatible. Sheisa
master of technique once she canrelax sufficiently to
let go.

Venusin Scorpio: Thisisincredibly magnetic, but
likethe magnet, can attract or repdl. If youareon
thesamewavelength the effect can be exciting, but if
sheisinneed of space, which occursrelatively
infrequently, thereisaneed to repel othersand re-
center herself.

Venusin Capricorn needstofeel secure, tofeel she
cantrust youin order to open up. Until then, she
tendsto be quite cool and aloof. But thensheis
very responsive, appreciatesquality, and likesto be
recognizefor what sheis. .. which canbevery
seductive. Venusin Capricorn needstofed the
partner isequal, including infinancial support, etc.
Workplaceinvolvementsneed to bevery discreetly
handled.
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Turning now to Mars, weseehisrulership of Aries
and Scorpio, againinquincunx. Thisisagainan
indication of aneed for bidirectiona adjustment.

TheArian Marswantsto confirm hisexistence by
pushing on something and finding thereaction. The
“something” pushed onisquitelikely tobeyou. . .
and Arieswill validate hisexistence and successby
thefact that you react to being pushed on. If you
want to destroy Aries, smply ignorehim. Thismay,
of course, be quiteatrick onyour part, asAriesgets
out the battering ram to make sureyou know he's
around! There'saprimeval ego devel opment need
(WhereEGO is"Expressing God Only”). When
Ariesalowshimsdf to beeverything, he hasthen
activated Marsfully.

Now proceeding to the combination of Marsand
Venus, welook first at the midpoint meaning and
then at the aspects between the two planets.

TheMars/Venus midpoint isthe balance of mascu-
lineand femininein your nature. Itisapoint of
creativity inyour ownlife, Venusand Marsbeing the
essentidsfor creeting life.

Venusconjunct Mars. Thisindicatesadiplomatic
approach to fulfilling your own needs, or an adamant
waly of pursuing your desires. If theconjunctionis
bal samic (closing fromthe 12th houseside), you
maly pursuethingsyou do not even know you want.

VenussemisextileMars. Hereyou may get some-
what mental (effect of the semisextile) about your
approach toyour desires. It could go sofar that
you tend to forget the objectiveinanayzing how to
achieveit.

Venus semisquare Mars. These peopletendtotell
youwhat isnot intheir lives, setting up apattern of
complaining andfedling sorry for themsdlves. Tell
themto go out andfill thevoid.

VenussextileMars: Thetendency isagaintothe
mental but coupled with adegree of laziness, which
tendsto blunt their effectivenessin getting what they
want. Peace and harmony areimportant.
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Venussquare Mars: Thisisadynamic aspect, giving
restlessnessand aconstant motivationto achieve
fulfillment. Often accompanied by sexual overtones,
thedynamic hereisof tension and excitement.
Thereisaneedfor alittlefrictionininteractions,
some bantering and verba sparring (which may be
played out onthe physica level aswell...).

VenustrineMars. Theideal of harmony and peace
prevails, but can get somewhat boring, sincethe
drivestofulfill theneedsare so well matched with
theneedsthemselves. Thisallowstheimaginationto
play an activerolebut getsintheway of action.
Sincethereisnorea tensontoresolve, actionis

amost unnecessary.

VenussesquiquadrateMars: Thisissimilar tothe
semisguare, but thereisalack of recognition of what
iscausing thefrustration, sSincethe peripheral vision
islost beyond the square aspect. These people
need continual ly to assesswhat they want anddo a
net worthinventory of what they haveto offer the
world.

Venusquincunx Mars. Here, thereisaneed to set
your mind on oneparticular thing and thenkeepitin
focusuntil thegoal isreached and compl eted.
Without specid attention, thetendency istolose
interest during thelate stages of pursuing something.
Therearebuilt-in disapproval tapesfromearly
mocking or put-downsof the child’sattemptsto
achievegoals.

Venusopposed Mars: Thisaspect lendsdynamism
of anexternd variety. Theseindividualswill tendto
seetheir desiresand waysto satisfy them asbeing
outsidethe self rather than aspart of their internal
life. They need to recognizetheir ability to attract
what they desirefrom the outsideworld.

Synastry, or comparison of two charts. If thereare
Venus-Venus contacts, comparethelikes; if there
areVenus-Marscontacts, |ook for asituation of
“You havewhat | want”; if Mars-Mars contacts,
expect actionsto bethetopic of comparison.

Conjunction: Thereisan aignment; no needto
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negotiate. If Venus-Mars, oneisassertive, the other
receptive; if Venus-Venus, they havethe same
needs, if Mars-Mars, they havethe sasmeway of
going after things.

Sextile: An aspect of friendship, of having good
times, but not memorable. Somewhat mental, idea
oriented; e.g., they might talk about their preferences
for dinner but not really follow up.

Square: Dynamic, not mental, very action-oriented,
asif constantly driven (squareto Mars) or constantly
flirting and teasing (squareto VVenus).

Quincunx: Herethereisamissing factor; everything
seemsto get derailed asit progressesin afutile

attempt to get the partner to be different fromthe
way heor sheis.

Opposition: Thisprovidesamutual attractionina
narcissisticway —eachisverifyinghisor her own
self-loveby seeingthe characteriticsreflectedinthe
partner. (Presumably, then, thiscould belessthan
ided if wedon't likeourselves.)

Venusretrograde: Thefedlingsthat othershold the
key to what you need or want isemphasi zed.
Thereisaneed to definethefedlingsmoredirectly.

Marsretrograde: Focusand direction need
refinement.
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