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Michael returned to the VValley with morewit, words
and wisdom that start, as he pointed out, with the
Sunsign. Thelecture material coveredtrangits,
especidly those of Chironand Saturn. Thework-
shop dedlt withrelationshipandred life.

He commented that the popular view of astrology as
aprocessof predicting thefutureisdistorted in many
ways, but in some peopl e the distortion becomes
pathol ogical. M ost people have acuriosity about
what liesaround the corner, particularly whether
someided, romanticfigureisn’tlurking thereevenas
wesuffer through the mundane, everyday existence
at theoffice. And, asastrologers, we pander to these
needs. Itiswhat the client believesthey are paying
usfor. If wemanagetodipinabit of insght asto
whothey really are, what thewounds are, where
those wounds come from and maybe even ahit
about how to heal them, then many of usfee we
havegiven actua vauemixedinwiththe“look
ahead at thecoming year.” And sometimesweget
feedback that the somethingwesaid redlly did
changean attitude and prepared them to respond
better to aset of eventsthat camealong.

But for the pathological folks, it isnever enough.
Givethemthreemonths worthand they can hardly
walit to get the next instal Iment. They seeeverything
you said in the past asbeing so accurate and so
bountiful that they want thissessionto beeven more
wonderful. They aredesperatefor moreinformation,
they are desperate that you should maketheir
decisionsfor them, they are desperatefor your
approva. Sowhat isit in these peoplethat brings
thisimba anceabout?

Michadl suggeststhat thereisblamein society, as
well asin human nature, for setting up dominance-
submission assuchamajor part of our culture. Our
parentsstartit going: “ Youwill dowhat | (we) say.
You won't behavethat way. You will beclean, neat,
do your room. You won't wear that. Etc.” Society,
recognizing how well we areaready trained, picks
up from there and continueswith theminister, the
boss, the policeman who stops us, the doctor who
tellsusonly what medicinetotake, and, with his
attitude, daresusto ask questions.

Againg dl thesebackground inputs, we still seethat
some peopl e respond with desperate needinessto
authority situations, and otherspassby with not
much thought. And so, frequently, the peoplewho
respond with neediness are the same oneswho want
toknow thefutureinal itsdetall. It isasthoughthe
wordsweoffer will light the path on which they
know they would otherwise stumble. What, then, is
it that putsthefear of stumbling so clearly inthe
mindsof someand bypasses others?

Michael suggested that thisisinsecurity. Thereis
only onefear: death. Deathisamajor fear and focus
indl cultures. Every religion hasaway of offeringa
“solution” to death such that it would pay youto be
intouch withthem, becausethey havetheonly
answer.

Thosewho never knew ininfancy and childhood
that the next moment was saf e want to know what
the next moment may bring now. They want to
know that the next moment does not contain death.
They would prefer that we, asastrologers, provide
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thereassurancethey craveand cannot findin
themselvesbecausethey did not get itinthe early
family life. That'stheway they reincarnated —to
work onthosevery themes.

Thiskind of thing hasto bediscoverableinthe chart,
or our whole psychological mode of thechart falls
apart. And sureenough, if we have, say, Saturn or
Pluto in hard aspect to our Moon, Venusor Sun, we
arelikely to have security issuesto agreater or
lesser degree. Themore of the heaviestherearein
such formations, and the more pronounced they are
inthe chart, thestronger theinsecurity islikely to be.
By “pronounced” we meanthetraditiond things, like
being conjunct anangle, ruling the Ascendant or the
MC, being thefocus of aT-square, etc.

So now what? Every time we see someonewith
heavy outer planet aspectsinvolving personal
planets, rulersof the Ascendant or MC, etc. etc.
etc., doweimmediately assumethisperson needsto
havetheir hand held and to bereassured?No. The
next requirement isto assessthe person asawhole.
Letthemtalk tous. Listen to themwith morethan
our ears. Observe carefully, go beneath the con-
sciouswordsand consider what the hidden meaning
isthat our veneer of society forbidsusto discuss.
Anyonewho hasdealt with morethan just afew
clientsor chartshasfound thosewith relatively light-
appearing formationsintheir chartswho arenervous
nellies, and thosewith major stressformationswho
arecaptainsof life, and maybe even well-ba anced
toboot! Possibly morefrequent arethose captains
of lifewho usetheir dynamicforcefulnessto hidethe
woundsthey certainly don’t want usto see, and
probably don’t want to seethemselves.

Ah, but the beauty of themode that islifel Herewe
runintowhat Michael terms* recurring themes.”
Because our natal chartscontain certain configura
tions, weget ongoing remindersof thingsthat weare
hereto deal with. Theserecurring themescrop up
whena* heavy” movespast oneof our sensitized
points, typically informationwith several planets,
and playsthat particular tuneto us. Hecited the
Saturn-Pluto conjunctioninlatedegreesof Librain
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late 1982 and 1983. Consider thetimeframefor a
moment and think of the eventsthat occurred then,

suggestsMichael, becauseright now isatimeto be
aware of what wewerelearning then, and to takeit
tothenext levd.

Thereasonfor that isthat thethemeiscurrently
recurring. Chironisretrograding over that areaand
will continueto passover it for much of thisyear.
Chironisnolightweightintrangit. Hisorbit runs
between Saturn and Uranus, and most of usknow
that both of these can make apretty clear impres-
siononour senshilities. So hereisarelative heavy-
weight coming thereplay thethemesthat were
established for uswith thetrangiting Saturn-Pluto
conjunction. Thiswould have been particularly
noticeableif we havepointsat high cardina degrees
inour natal charts.

So to the themes defined then, we now need to add
aChiron-flavored reminder. What isChiron’s
flavor?Michael definesit astheincrediblepainand
anxiety that leadsthrough death to birth (trangition),
followed by the state of gracethat followsthebirth
processor trangition. Consider theactua giving of
birth, or the attendance of the processfor husbands.
Thereisincredibletension, anxiety, concern that

(a) thepainisunbearable, and (b) that something
may gowrong, withal thisintensity and paingoing
on, and (c) that it may never end. Sothereisthe
long-drawn out anticipation, followed by thetremen-
doudly intense experienceitself. Then comesthe
ecstasy and joy at what has happened. Michael
indicatesthat it isjust the same whether we attend to
someonewho isdying or to someonewhoisgiving
birth. Both havethisterrifying, enveloping, growing
anticipation of theinevitable, followed by thewon-
derful relief after it hashappened. For thosewho
recollect clear experiences (lessons) back in 1982
and 1982, prepare yourselvesnow. Almost cer-
tainly, we can aready seeand anticipatewhat will
happen. I’ beintense, but wewill givebirthtothe
next phase and lovetheresult!

Theother trangtory that Michagl gave consideration
towas Saturn. Hejoked about those who have
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“madefriendswith their Saturn” ashaving apoor
selection of friendsindeed!

Saturnisoften defined as our wound —wherewe
feel deprived, wherewelack confidenceand where
we spend our liveslearning owly but never being
satisfied that we have actualy made enough
progress. But at the sametime, Michael challenged
usto think of atimewhenweweretotally, com-
pletely happy, freeand just having agreat time.
Then, hesuggests, whenwelook at thistimeinthe
ephemeris, wewill find Saturn wasinvolved.

Conddering Saturninitsrecent incarnations, we
have Michagl’ sdescription of the Saturnin Pisces
behavior. Your neighbor’sdog peeson your roses.
You pick someof therosesand arrange them
prettily, going to your neighbor’sdoor and saying,
“Here, have someof theseroses. | really wasn't
fond of them anyway. You suredo haveacute dog
for aGreat Dane. Hedoes have alarge capacity.
Hopeyou enjoy theroses. Sorry to disturb you. Do
send thedog over again.” Your neighbor hasnoidea
why you visited. But now Saturn hasgoneinto
Aries. The samething happens, so you shoot the
dog. Did anyone noticethemsal vesbehaving this
way, or others behaving thisway toward them,
asked Michael.

SaturninAriesisabout new beginnings, about
planting seedsthat will mature over thenext 30
years. S0, suggestsMichael, don’t spend too much
time comparing yourself towhat youwouldliketo
be, to what you think you should be achieving.
Rather, how about casting your mind back to about
1967-69 (for usdightly older citizens. . .) and
seeing what it wasyou wereworried about achiev-
ing then, and how much you have grown sincethen
inthosedirections. Thiswill (a) giveyou some
satisfaction; and (b) assureyou that the progresswill
continueover thenext 30 years, since Saturnis
pretty well guaranteed to do another tour around the
zodiacinthat timeframe. Therewill bethingsto
learnfromthelast cycle, thingsthat wewill try to
handle moresmoothly thistime. But thisisnot, as
Saturn sometimes seemsto suggest, reason for

maor salf-recrimination. Rather itisan opportunity
to congratul ate yourself on getting asmuch out of
that inexperienced framework asyou did, and being
that much wiser about how to tackle current chal -
lenges.

Michael introduced theworkshop with adefinition

of beinginlove: itisthat feding of beingsick unless
you areinthe presence of the beloved (limerence).
And being out of love: that samefeding of being sick
aslong asyou aretill inthe presence of the
(former) beloved. What isit that changes?

Whenwemeet someonefor thefirst time, our
subconscious minds seeeach other totally clearly,
perfectly healed and loving. Sowemay ingtantly feel
that attractionthat canfill theachingvoid, andona
subconsciouslevel, the messagegoesout: “You're
exactly what | need. Comefill my void becausel
know you are perfect.” If the other person hasthe
sameresponseto us, their subconscious sends out
the samemessage. Sothewordsthat are ex-
changed, about “niceto meet you,” and “isn’'t it
warmtoday,” mean nothing. They areonly the
socialy acceptableway of spendingtimeineach
others presence. And we each receivethe hidden
message that society forbidsusto speak overtly:
“I’dliketo bed youright now.” So, somehow we
manageto draw out the meeting and to exchange
phone numbers.

But then, after acouple of months, it becomes
obviousthat thereisboth moreor lessto thisperson
than weallowed ourselvesto project. They do not
have quite asmuch of that quality | need as| thought
they did, and they have some othersthat get me
going! Thelackisthepart | realy regret, but how
could thisperson keep up the pretense to be what
heor sheknew | so greatly desired, whenitredlyis
not their natureto any great extent?

To help our clientsunderstand theway they handle
relationshipsin particular and hence gain deeper
ingght into themsalves. Michadl seesthenodal axis
asthemost important feature. The south nodeis
whereweruin relationship, our false path. Thisisthe
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frustration of having aimost learned thelesson of that
area. If wejust had another five minutes, wefedl, we
would understand how to deal with that part of life.
So now thereisthisurgent desireto compl etethat
lesson, and wetend to turn many thingsthat way.
But theareawhere we are supposed to be doing
relationshipisinthenorthnode, whereinitialy we
arelesscomfortable, and do not havethat great
desireto understand and “win” thisparticular game.
Andto operate successfully inthe north node area,
wehaveto giveup our childish, primitiveanger
about having been cheated in the south node area.

Thenodal axisdescribesone of six basic models.
We need to take not only the housesand signsof the
nodesinto account but also therulersof thesignsin
interpreting the effectsof thenodal configuration.

(1) Dominance-submission. You bethestrong
person, and I’ [l look uptoyouandlet youtell me
what to do. Or: You betheteacher and I’ll bethe
student; you betheastrologer and I’ Il betheclient.
Inall cases, itisabout giving away our power, or
dominating someone elsewho wantsto give away
theirs. Thisis, of course, the 1-7 axis, comple-
mented by theAries-Libraaxisand Mars-Venus
aspects. (2) Sex and money (Taurus-Scorpio; 2-8).
Theprocessof dividing lifeintowhat | cangainand
what | haveto giveto get it, whether in partnership
or otherwise. (3) Thecultural axis(3-9; Gemini-
Sagittarius), and how | can learn about expressing
mysdlf. Hereweoften runinto peopleinour lives
who arefrom adifferent background, culture,
nationality, etc. Itisour jobtofocusonthecultura
issuesand educational aspectsof lifeif thenorth
nodeisinthe 9th, and get past our need to commu-
nicate everything to everyone. (4). Family and
businessaxis(4-10; Cancer-Capricorn): am | here
tolearn about my family or about my directioninlife
outsidethefamily? (5) Lovegiver/lovereceved:
(5-11, Leo-Aquarius): How well do | dothese
things; wheredo | need to concentrate; also, what
should the balance be between persona and familia
pleasure and the needs of society. (6) What arethe
requirementsof serviceand healthfocusversus
merging and becoming part of thewhole; how much
energy should | putinto being discriminating and
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anaytical, versushow much effort should gointo
devel oping my subconscious. (6-12; Virgo-Pisces).
Inandyzingthis, thenoda axiscan shed significant
light. AsMichael eegantly putsit: “ Thenorth node
will never fail you; the south nodewill never fail to
fal you.”

Alwayswe must remember that thenodal axisis
represented by al the phenomenaassociated withit:
houses, signs, rulersof thesignsthenodesarein,
which getsinto their houses, Signs, aspects, etc. Also
important isany planet conjunct or squaring the
nodal axis.

Next, Michadl considered the Sunsign-relationship
axis. Recognizing that we often tend to behave as
our polarity when alone, and that weoften seek ina
partner what we cannot quite fathom ourselves, we
tend to seeour ideal miragein the person wejust
met. But timeand reality setinasthelimerence
wearsoff. And so, the mirage of the” perfect”
embodiment of the opposite sign can becomethe
monster that playsout theweaknessesof that Sign.

All of thisgivessomeinsight into how wedea with
relationship, especidly if webear inmind themany
definitionsthat can beinvolved with our Situation.
Theseinclude Sunorrisngsign; Suninthe7thorin
the* 7th houseequivaent,” meaning that Suninthe
3rdisoneof theindicationsto view for aSagittarian
relationship tendencies. SunintheSthisanindica
tion of Gemini relationship tendencies; Sun opposing
theruler of anatural wheel house putsthat housein
focusfor relationship, e.g. Sun opposed Jupiter
focuses on 9th houserel ationshipissues. More: the
sign of Venus speaksof relationshipwiththat sign, as
doestheruler of the 7thinagiven sign. Thehouse
and signthat theruler of the 7thisin contributesto
that flavor. And soon. Inlittletime, wehavea

cons derabledepth of information on therel ationship
axisto help understand thetotality of what any
individua islooking for inrelationship. Always
adding inthenoda axiswill create more understand-
ing, not only regarding relationship themesbut how
they fitintotheoverdl life.
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