In thisissue Linda Anderson reports on
the presentations by Dennis Harness on
April 20-21,2001.

VEDIC ASTROLOGY WITH
Dr. DENNIS HARNESS

On Friday evening, April 20" we
welcomed Dennis Harness who
enlightened us with an introduction to
Vedic Adrology. In hisbook, The
Nakshatras, The Lunar Mansions of
Vedic Astrology, Dennis explainsthat the
Nakshatras reveal adeeper, more
profound effect of the twelve signs. They
divide the Sgnsinto 27 segments of equa
length. Each Nakshatrais 13 degrees,
gpproximatdy 20 minutesin duration, so
that the first Nakshatra ranges from O
degrees, 00 minutes to 13 degrees, 30
minutes of Aries, and so on through the
sgns. They are cdled lunar mansions
because the Moon “livesin” each of them
for gpproximately one day.

Discovering one' s Moon Nakshatra and
its quditiesis an important tool of sdif-
discovery and useful for dl counsding
and psychologica purposes. In his book,
Dennislists each of the 27 Moon
Nakshatras with persondity
interpretations, and interpretation of the
placements of the Moon, Sun and
Ascendant in each Nakshatra, aswell. The
Nakshatras are important for their
practical vauein ddinegting
characteristics and timing events, such as
garting anew business, building anew
home or choosing an auspicious wedding
date.

In Indig, the Moon Nakshatrais the main
indicator of persondity types, much like

the Sun Sgn isin Western astrology. The
daily Moon Nakshatraissmilarly
important in showing the energy or
persondlity of the day, aswell asdl
aspects of mundane astrology, for
understanding fluctuations from stock
markets to voting patterns. The
Nakshatras are used rdlative to the Sun
and dl the other planets as well.

When calculating your Vedic natd chart,
remember to subtract approximately 23
degrees from each of your tropica natal
chart planets and Ascendant.

A technigue you can use with your Vedic
chart isto look &t the ruler of the
Ascendant (you) and the ruler of the 7th
house and the relationship between the
two. A square will bring conflict, or more
interest in controlling someone than
empowering them —atendency to get
into power dynamics. If the two planets
are quincunx, you get a pushpull
relationship between them. If intrifle, you
will desire more peace, harmony and
balance. A conjunction can indicate
someone who wants redlly deep intimacy.
The planet itsdlf will dso color the use of
thistechnique. Before you get into
looking at the comparison of charts, it's
important to address issues of what the
individua wants in a reaionship;
everyone has different needsin a
relaionship. Be achoice reveder rather
than a choice maker for your clients.

The planetsin Vedic Agrology are
consdered intense. Remember, for each
planet and the Ascendant, subtract 23
degrees from your Western chart, or as
Dennis suggests, add 7 degrees and go



back asign. The Moon isthe more
important planet in Vedic astrology and is
cdled “ Chandra’. Wherever the Moon is
in your chart will tdl you where you have
alot of desrein life. For example,
someone with the Moon in the 7th house
will aways have astrong desire for
relationships. In Vedic astrology,
emphasisis on competibility between the
Moons. Moons that are inconjunct
between 2 charts means that the persons
will haveto drive to obtain a good
relationship, wheressif the Moonsarein
opposition, they are looking at each other,
and thisis consdered very good. Moons
should be the same or compatible for best
relationships. If they are different, it is
better if the woman’s Moon ismore
evolved, because she will be the oneto
hold the relationship together.

Also check to seeif the dispositor of the
Moon is*“friendly” to the other person’s
Moon. In Vedic astrology, the Sun, Moon,
Mars and Jupiter are consdered
“friendly” planetsto each other; while
Venus, Saturn and Mercury are dso
considered “friendly” to each other.
However, there will dways be chalenges
in relationships, astherulers of the 1t
and 7" are never redly “friendly” to each
other, making marriage one of the hardest
Spiritual paths one can encounter.

Asin Western astrology, the 7th house
reflects marriage karma, and we look to
seewhere the ruler of the 7" houseiis
placed. For example, a person with a chart
(like Dennis) with the ruler of the 7" in
the 3¢ aong with Ketu (the South Node)
will experience “disgppointment in love’.
In Vedic astrology, the North Node
(Rahu) islike Saturn, and when in the 7th
house, will create difficult maritd Karma

Also, the Sun in the 7" house of an early
marriage may “burn out” the marriage.

Dennistells us that each Nakshatra dso
has atemperament: it can be human
(rgas), demon (tamas) or godly (sattwa)
in nature. These are the three basic
“gunas’ or primd quditieswhich life
reflects, according to the Vedas. The first
nine Nakshatras are “rgjasic’ in nature,
reflecting high energetic activity,
dominant in human experience; the
second nine are “tamasic’, reflecting the
basic qudity of dullness, inertia, doth and
darkness, the find nine are described as
“sattwic”, reflecting the qudlity of
spiritudity, harmony, balance and purity.

Each Nakshatrais either mae or female,
aswell, and a0 reflects a specific anima
Species, sex, caste, and primary
moativation such as“dharma’ (life
purpose), “artha’ (wedlth) “kama’
(fuifillment of desire) and “miksha’
(enlightenment). Dennis dso coversal
these qudlities for each Nakshatraiin his
book.

Some other points Dennis discussed
include these: 1) Moon indicates one€'s
relaionship with their mother; abdsamic
or new moon can show emotiona unease.
Dennis says, “As we see our mother, we
seethe world.” 2) The Moon and Venus
work to unite masculine and feminine
energy; what one represses (Moon
emotions) the other can express (Venus-
credtivity). By looking at the aspects of
the Moon and Venusin your own Vedic
chart, you can unite your own masculine
and feminine energy. 3) Jupiter reflects
the inner mae energy and isthe animus
(shadow) aspect in awoman’s chart. It
aso shows



relationship Karma, and compatibility
with children (rdaing to anything you
cregte); therefore, where Jupiter isin your
chart, you will find your wedlth (not
aways money). Jupiter/Saturn aspects
can show where spirit enters matter, and
where you need to compensate or learn
humility. 4) Marsin the 1%, 4" 7" and
sometimes the 8th and 12th shows
difficult marital karma. Marrying
someone with the same aspect Sgnifies
difficultiesin early marriage.

Dennisdso ligs the animd aspects of
each Nakshatrain his book and leaves us
with the thought that, “Less evolved
persons are more like tigers and lions.
While the more evolved amongst us are
more like pussycats — which do you
aspireto be?” Thank you, Dennis, for
giving us a different view of chart
interpretation through Vedic Agtrology.

RELATIONSHIP COMPATIBILITY

On Saturday, Dennis Harness continued
his discusson of relationship
compatibility usng Vedic astrology.
Remember to subtract 23 degreesfrom
each planet and the Ascendant of your
natal Western chart when calculating your
Vedic chart. Having reviewed Jupiter and
Mars on Friday evening, Dennis moved
09n to Venus, teling usthat Venusisthe
more important planet associated with
love or marriage. Anyone with Taurus or
Librarisng will have Venus asthe ruler
of their chart. If Venusisthen placedina
trine house (1%, 5", or 9™ it will be
strengthened, bringing podtive energies
to the relationship.

Venus, or course, doeswell inthe Sgns
of Libraand Taurus, which it rules, and

isexdted in Pisces, its strong sign. It does
okay in Capricorn and Aquarius, Sincein
Vedic agtrology, Venusisfriends with
Saturn, ruler of these Sgns. Venusis okay
in Gemini, but debiliteted in Virgo, being
opposite Pisces there.

Looking at the chart of Ricky Martin, we
see Venus (ruling the 1) in the 9™ dong
with Rahu (the North Node). In Vedic
adrology, Rahu is an intense planet,
which can bring ingability when conjunct
Venus, but dso indicates a person with a
lot of charisma, such as Ricky. Venusis
aso considered an intense planet and
Venus conjunct Rahu can indicate
addiction problems, not only with drugs
or acohal, but if embodying a sexud
addiction to romance, can indicate one
who is a heartbreaker.

Dennistdlsusthat aVenusMars
conjunction is a very passionate aspect
aso and canindicate ether adifficult
marriage, or that the person needs to
marry ther inner masculingfeminine
energies together. Venus combust the Sun
(within 5 degrees) sgnifiesan early
marriage and subsequent divorce —
burning up the fird mate — so
consequently, Venus conjunct or combust
the Sun indicates caution againg early
marriage — better to wait for one's
Saturn return and more maturity a age
29-30! Venus combust the Sun people
will have an eye for beauty and cregtivity
without being ared artist or performer
themsdlves.

Venusisthe sgnificator of the 7th house
in Vedic adtrology, which meansit will
give you information about the house of
marriage whether in aman’s or woman's
chart when you study its aspects. When
comparing charts, check the aspects of a



woman's chart to the man’s Venus, which
reflects the wife or embodies what he
likesin the feminine. The conjunction,
bringing deeper compatibility, and the
opposition, honoring differences, are the
strongest aspects, followed by the square,
which sgnifies working with your
problems, and them the inconjunct energy,
which is more disconnected. Venusisadso
the reflection, in aman’s chart, of the
anima, or inner feminine, which Dennis
saysisnot well developed in most men.

When Venusisweak in achart, the use of
diamonds or white sgpphire are good aids
for heding. Also being associated with
music, dance or dramawill strengthen and
hedl aweak Venus, dong with the use of
color, art and plants—Venusrulesthe

plant kingdom.

Moving on to looking aMercury
comparisonsin our Vedic charts, Dennis
tells us that Mercury needs good aspects
between charts, sinceit is the planet of
intdligence. It isstrong in Gemini and
Virgo, whereit rules, and aso strong in
the air sgns of Aquarius and Libra.
Mercury does wel with Leo,
communicating with the sun but has
problemsin Pisces, where it is debilitated,
crating what Dennis calls“ cregtive
dydexia’. To strengthen Mercury in your
chart, you can work with the gemstones
emerald, jade or green tourmaline, or wear
the color green or olive asahedling color,
especidly those people with Gemini or
Virgorigng in Vedic.

Next, Dennistels ustha Saturnis
important in ardationship to bring
Stability and endurance. Seturn in the 7th
isagtrong position; dthough it may harm
an early marriage, it isgood for your own
soul for growth, in Vedic astrology. A

Saturn/V enus conjunction between charts
can hold together a marriage. Remember
that Saturn, Venus and Mercury are
“friendly” in Vedic astrology. Rahu (north
node) and Ketu (South Node) are more
closdly digned with the
Saturn/VenusMercury group than with
Sun/Moon/Jupiter/Mars, which comprises
the second group of “friendly” planets.
Vedic astrology does not work with the
outer planets, Uranus, Neptune and Pluto.

Dennis declares that Saturn shows a
deeper maturity a age 35-36 when
combined with our 3% Jupiter return. At
age 59-60, you experience your Saturn
return, along with your 5th Jupiter return;
many people show mgor
accomplishments & this age.

Moving now to the Sun, we learn from
Dennisthat the Sun isthe father ma Vedic
chart, reflecting the animus or masculine
energy in awoman's chart. Also, if a
man's Sun fals on awoman's Mars, not
only isthis a passion aspect, but it can
embody what awomean likes in masculine
energy. If someone' s sunison your
Moon, they will tend to be the dominant
onein that relaionship.

Three important factors should be
carefully considered when comparing
horoscopes for the purpose of marriage:
1) The potentid longevity of each
individud — Saturn, the Ascendant, and
the eighth house must be assessed; 2) The
grength of the seventh and eighth houses
- look to the 7th, house for marital karma.
What planets are there? What isthe
condition of the ruler, and what planets
are aspecting the 7th house? What isthe
condition of the 7th house? It is generdly
better if it is unoccupied



and 3) Compatibility in regard to the
kutas.

The kuta point system is an elaborate
lunar compeatibility andyss that
compares the natal Moon Nakshatras of
the couple. Points are assgned from
twelve different lunar compatibility
factors (kutas). The kutas examine such
factors as compatibility of temperament,
nervous system energy related to
hereditary factorsin producing children,
rel ationship between the Moon signs of
the couple, the psychologica disposition
of the couple, control issues, spiritud
development, and sexud compatibility.

The kuta point system should not be used
aone it isonly one of many important
factors to be analyzed. Other vitd points
to be considered are: 1) Compatibility
between the Ascendants and their rulers;
2) Compatibility of the two Mercury’sfor
effective communication; 3)

Compatibility of Mars energy, aswell as
harmony between respective Venus
placements; 4) relationship between the
two natd Jupiter s, and findly, 5) the
ruler of the 7*" house should be matured.
The planets mature a different ages,
which arelisted in Dennis' book.

Other things to consder when looking at
an dectiond chart for marriage are: 1)
The moon should bewaxing; 2) An

auspicious lunar Nakshatra and
auspicious lunar days (10™ through 12th);
dsoliged in Dennis book: 3)
Information aready discussed regarding
the 7th and 8" houses isimportant; and 4)
good marriage days are Monday (Moon),
Thursday (Jupiter) and Friday (Venus).
Saturday (Saturn) should be avoided!
Alsoin Dennis book you can find atable
of Yoni Kuta (sexua compatibility

relating to the corresponding animals of
each person’s lunar Nakshatra), a
Nakshatra Compatibility Table, and
interpretations of “Planets at a Glance”,
Houses a a Glance” and Ascendants at a
Glance’.

Dennis again reminded us that working
with gems will strengthen wesker planets
in our charts, aswill usng prayer and
mantras. To dleviate difficult karma, do
charitable work. Y ou can aso strengthen
your planets by using color and by
reading and learning about the deity
which resdesin your Vedic Nakshatra—
“feed the god or goddess’” whichiis
influencing you! Dennis has left us with
volumes of information to be assmilated
as we expand your knowledge of
adrology to include the mystic Vedic!

Thank you Dr. Harness!







