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Thismateria comesfrom Saturday workshop onthe
lunar nodal axis. It wasrevealed inadream Jeffrey
had in thewee hoursof Saturday morning just
beforetheworkshop. Thearticlehasbeendightly
edited.

Definitions

Thenodal axisand theMooninanatal chart deal
withtheego. Jeffrey likenstheegotothelensina
movie projector. We can havethemovie, the
projector, thelamp, the screen, and everythingin
great shape. If the projector hasno lens, wehaveno
image. If we haveno ego, wemakenoimpression
onour surroundings. No ego, nolife. So the objec-
tive of spiritual growthisnot to get rid of our egos
but to refinethem and add to them sowecanlive
moreclosdly to our soul’ srequirements.

Theego might be considered to be the sum of the
material plane, time-space experienceswehave
accumulated to date, which Jeffrey callsthe egocen-
tric structures, the energy patternswe have devel -
oped and stored. Thosewe cameinwith, the
already accumul ated patternsor ego structures, are
represented by the South Node, the self-imagefrom
past livesand experiences.

By way of contrast, Jeffrey commented that the
ascendant, which many peopledefineasthe self-
image, isredly theingtinctual projectiononthe
world. People get feedback about their ascendant.
How many Scorpio ascendants have not beentold

they aretoo intense?Itiswhat they instinctua ly
project on othersand theworld.

TheMoonisthecurrent ego aswell asthe process
by which the moment-to-moment experiencesof life
and integrated into and stored in the energy patterns
that will emergeasnext life's South Node.

TheNorth Nodeisthefutureversion of theego
towardswhich we aremoving. The sum of the South
Nodeand thislife' sexperiences should, theoreti-
cdly, giveusthisNorth Nodeasnext lifetime's
South Node. But thismay be an unrealistic expecta
tion. Theegoisnot afree-standing creation of the
moment. Rather, itispart of theoverdl whole. Its
natureisenergy, just asthe nature of thought is
energy.

The South Nodeisthe past ego understanding we
haveaccumulated. It identifiestheprior lifestruc-
tures (experiences, energy patterns) created by the
soul tofacilitateitsown salf-actualization. Itsplace-
ment by house and sign define how that experience
expressesinthislife. For example, the South Node
inLibraindicatesthat thesoul hascomeinwitha
structure around rel ationship: aneed to be needed.
Inthepast it hasused relationship asaway of
creating asalf-identity. The personwill seethem-
selvesasareating person. Thiswill bethelr self-
identity no matter how othersseethem.

Let’splacethat Libran South Nodein the 8th house.
Now we add adimension of self-understanding. The
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person seeshimself or herself asdevel oping salf-
understanding (8th house) throughrelating and

intimacy (Libra).

Now add VenusRx inthe 6th housein Leo. Hereis
adimension of work and service. The 6th house
dedswiththefeding of beingaservantinlife, of
being inferior to those of the 5th houseand Leo
temperament. Having 6th house planetsislikebeing
at thebottom of aninverted pyramid. Thisisaself-
andytical placement, very likely with componentsof
sdlf-criticism. Delusionsof unimportancereplace
Leo'sdelusionsof grandeur. Findly, those 5th and
6th house extremesfind balancein the 7th house.
Giventhat thisVenusisasoinLeo, weareaso
dealing withanarcissstic approach to thedelusions
of unimportance. Let’sbe surethat we admire how
unimportant we are and that theworld knowsthat.

Withtheruler of the South Node being Venus, we
areaso dealing with our desirestructure. What are
my valuesaround the process of gaining self-
knowledge? | valuean anaytical approachthat digs
down deep (retrograde signature) tomy real nature.
By anayzing others(Libra), | can better understand
myself (South Nodein the 8th house) on adeep
level. Thefact that those othersmay fedl they are
standing in front of an X-ray machine (South Node
in8) isnot my problem. I’ m hereto learn about
myself through analyzing you. VenusisinLeo, oit’s
ok for meto expect you to serve me at the same
timethat | may beserving you.

Add asquareto Venusfrom Jupiter inthe Sth house
in Scorpio. Now we need to pull inelementsof truth
(9th house) about what Venusisdeaingwith. This,
wejust decided, istheanaysisof our own nature,
ego, and desire structure. Jupiter in Scorpiowill
intensify the search for thetruth about my own
nature, still by analyzingyou.

Findly, tossinaconjunction of Uranuswith Venus.
Thiscreatesaneed to break apart existing condi-
tions, aswell asbeing agroup of one, which repeats
themesfrom the 8th house of self-analysis. There
will dso bean element of unpredictability asUranus
triggersresponsesinitsownway.

Reprint
Sowehaveasaf-view of ourselvesaslearning
about oursalvesthrough othersin an unpredictable
waly, combining our need to serve otherswith our
need to be served. Charmand intensity play in
through the Libra, 8th house, and Scorpio themes.
Truthisan essentid ingredientintheanaytica
process: Jupiter inthe 9th. And all of it hasbeen
developed prior tothislife. It congtitutesthe self-
view, coming fromthe*“old, familiar” saf withwhich
wearecomfortable. Thisisthethought-free,
instinctua person wearewhen our patternsjust
emerge.

Panets conjunct the South Node can deal with
processeswe havenot finished learning. Weare
repeeting the past life conditions of the planet,
house, sign combination. Thiscan bevery frustrat-
ing. Or they may begiftsthat have been thoroughly
devel oped, special resourceswe candraw onto
help our progress. But even thiscan befrustrating,
becausewearestill blockedinthisareafrom
reaching the North Node.

TheNorth Nodeisthefuture self-view, an egocen-
tricstructurethe soul iscreating for future use.

TheMoonisthecurrent lifeego, theself-imageinits
totdity. Itisaportrait of theimprinting that took
placeininfancy, arecord of originissues, adefinition
of your current life philosophy, aninner security and
environment statement.

For example, theMoonin Virgo speaks of oneor
both parentsbeing critical. So now, you havethat
characteristic. You got what you needed, and now
you need to use that asthe present which you move
through to get to the future—the North Node.

Moon in Piscesdealswith openinner boundaries. It
isamost asthough themovie projector lenshas
been removed, leaving an extremdly diffuseimage. “I
can makemysalf anything | want, takeonany
identity inmy vicinity.” ThePiscesMoondevelops
itsproper identity when it embracesaspiritua
redlity. Until thisisclearly defined, the PiscesMoon
canfeel very weak. | need to find my purposeand
nature through the strongest part of my natureand
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chart. Jupiter, asruler of theMoon’ssign, can
providethat compensation.

TheMoon representsour emotions. Thisisnot the
same asthefedlingsrepresented by Venus. Fedlings
areaningtinctud reactiontoastimulus. Emotions
areareactiontothefedling. Theemotion can often
be moreintensethan thefeeling. For example, say
you haveVenusin Libra. Your partner comeshome
and saysthat he or sheisattracted to X and wants
toexplorethepossihilities. VenusinLibracanrelate
to that and wantsthe partner to feel comfortable,
wantsthe partner tolikethem. Soyour initial
responseis, “ Go ahead.”

Now givethat Venusin LibraaScorpio Moon. The
next thing that happensisthat youwant tokill the

partner.

Consider the South Nodein Sagittarius, North
Nodein Gemini, and Moonin Pisces. The South
Nodein Sagittarius givesasealf-image of indepen-
dence, emotiona honesty, truth, and openness.
Though theindividua may not immediately recog-
nizeit, thereisatendency to recognize only apart of
thewholetruth, aspeciadized view of “what | believe

n.

Now add the North Nodein Gemini. Thisisthe
self-imagewe are moving toward: more communica-
tion, abroader perspective of what truthis, an
opening up of the self-view. Thiswill comeabout
through dealing with agresater diversity of people
than the Sagittarian South Node did. Some of the
new information will comefrom peoplewho havea
clear tendency to speak with aforked tongue.

TheMoon'sprocessisthat of being inthe moment
andintegrating thecurrent life sexperiencesinto
egocentric structuresthat feed thefuture self-image
(North Node). The PiscesMoon doesthat by being
open. So when theforked-tongue devilscome
around, wemay not recognizewhat ishappening
and remainjust asopen to them asto other influ-
ences. And sothisindividua absorbsall theinflu-
encesin migrating fromthe past self-image of
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emotional opennessand honesty to the broader,
more encompassing salf-view of Gemini, evenif the
“truth” getsdistorted (compromised) asit gets
broadened.

If wewereto substitute aScorpio Moon for the
PiscesMoon, thetransition processwould be quite
different. Therewould beastrong e ement of
suspicion, afear of too much salf-revelation—what
Jeffrey callsanemotiona flak-jacket. Thisisin
strong contrast to the Pisces Moon, with its open-
nessto al emotiona probesand energy coming
toward it. And so the process of moving tothe
Gemini North Nodethrough the Scorpio Moon’sin-
the-moment integration would beto shut out the
emotional penetration of theenergy coming toward
them, but alsotolearn about it through examining it
with Scorpio’sruthlessnessand intengity.

And so the South Node, Moon, and North Node
imitatethe processof life: The past (South Node)
beingintegrated through the present moment and
redlity (Moon) into theunfolding future (North
Node). Onemight evenregard thisasthetime
processof life, thefilter that allowsusto move
moment-by-moment down an axisor dimension
that, inanother redlity, isadimension perceivable
likedistanceisin ours. And thismoment-by-moment
unfolding of “life” iswhat makesthisphysical relm
souniqueasaredity-systemto causeand allow
specific eementsof spiritual growth to occur.

Thevariations brought to thisprocessin each
individud’slifeiswhat dlowseach soul to devel op
itsown pattern of evolution for the physicd plane
learningit needsand desires.

Planets conjunct the North Node are opposed to
the South Node, indicating that they arethingswe
have accessed in the past and toward whichweare
still evolving. Jeffrey usesan orb of 10°for conjunc-
tionsto the nodes.

For example, Uranus conjunct the North Nodetells
of acontinuing need toliberate oneself completely
fromall prior ego patterns. Thismight beaimed at
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uncovering one strue nature after it had been
disguised by overlaysof past habitsand distortions
fromthingsnot particularly well executed. Theresult
could bethe Clear Lake of Taoism or the Diamond
Nature of Buddhism, which arenot particularly well
received in society’ snormal operationsbut which
the soul may value considerably.

Recognizethat individuation, whichisthe process of
life, may becomemoredramatic with asignaturelike
Uranus conjunct the North Node. Individuationin
any form, let donewith aUranus-North Node
conjunction, isatweak of society’stail. Society, to
beat all stable, needs strong norms and expectations
of theindividud. Theindividua, tofollow hisor her
own process of individuation, needsto dowhat is
right for himsalf or herself. Thisisunlikely tobe
totally aligned with society’ sexpectations. Sothe
system hasbuilt-in conflict, which produces growth.
If I livewithin society’ sexpectations, | frustrate my
own growth pattern and needs, whichwill eventualy
forcemeto move ahead with my growth. If | do
break out from society’snorms, | will find mysdlfin
conflict withitspressures. This, inturn, will forceme
tobesurethat | truly believeinwhat | am espousing.
It'sbasically a“no guts, no growth” process.

Nodal transits

Trangtsof thenodesmark an 18-year cycle. The
first 18 yearsarelived inthemode of the natal
imprinting. Thefirst nodal returnisakick inthe
pants, telling you to start making your own choices.
The second nodal return marksaperiod whenone
can seeand plan how to liveout thelifeahead, if
oneissufficiently conscious. Thenodal returnsoccur
at ages 18, 36, 54, 72, and 90.

Theinversereturn (transiting North Node conjunct
natal South Node) occursat ages9, 27, 45, 63, 81
and 99. Italowsthe personal futuretointerface
withthe past. Thismay bring closureto issuesof the
past through theimmediacy of current events. Each
of theseagesis, numerologicdly, a9: completinga
phaseof thelife.
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Nodal transitsto planetsbring expression of the past
and devel oping ego through the nature of the planet.
Itisimpossibleto haveatransit from onenode
without S multaneoudy having onefromtheother
node. For example, transiting North Node conjunct
natal Venusinthe 11th could bring aparting of the
wayswith old friends, possibly through uncovering
issuesof the past (South Nodeissue). It could also
bring oneinto contact with thosein groupsor as
new friendsthat onewill next do some devel opmen-
tal work with (North Nodeissue).

Another example: A man hasnatal Mars conjunct
the North Nodein the 1st and Uranus conjunct the
South Nodeinthe 7th, both squaring theMoonin
the4th. Thisspeaksof anger (Mars) from abandon-
ment issuesaround family situationsinthepast. The
need for freedom inthe past may have created
dynamicsof impatienceand frustration that brought
about abandonment and unfulfilled relationships (1-7
axis). Sointhislife, hehasraised eight stepchildren
inthreeblended families, and two natura children.
When arecent inverse nodal return took place, his
current wifebecameviolent towardshischildren,
dapping them around. Hisresponsewasto throw
her out. Within avery short period, another relation-
ship from the past, with childrenincluded, had

devel oped and hewasin the process of working out
moreunfinished business.

Relationship charts and the nodes

Thenodesplay into synastry and composite charts
aswell. Synastry chartsaremapsof how individuals
interact with each other asindividuas. A composite
chartisamap of how therelationship, asan entity of
itsown, worksout.

Thenodal axisin synastry dealswith how the
individua shaveinteractedinthe pastand what is
being dealt with now asoneinteractswith the other.
L ook for contacts between the axis of oneand the
planets, angles, or noda axisof the other, aswell as
thenodal placement by housein each other’scharts.
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For example, let’ssay Mr. A’'s South Node
conjunctsMs. B’'sMoonin Sagittariusin B’s8th
house. Thisindicatesthat they have probably been
family before (Moon conjunct South Node). The
relationship may well have beenvery closeand
intense, particularly in B’sexperience (her 8th
house). Thesgn Sagittariusmay indicateacommon
heritage of nomadic culture. Thiscould bethebasis
of finding theU.S. and Western cultureingenera
abhorrent and asignificant point of relatingto each
other.

The contrast between the 8th house and the Sagit-
tariusplacement could indicate that in the past,
relationshipsweretoointenseand close, quitelikely
asaprotective mechanism, causing breakdown and
flight to thefreedom of Sagittarius. Sowhenthey
re-contact each other inthislife, theremay bean
intenseand psychological basisof communicationas
thereationship starts, with themesof codependency
emerging fromthe past mutua protection.

Inthiscase, wenotethat Mr. A’'sNorth Nodeisin
Gemini inMs. B’s2nd house. Thisgivesanindica
tionthat therdationship, from B’sperspective, is
toward greater independence and self-worth, and
that A will help her to manifest that through the
direction of hisego evolution of abroadening
perspective. Thiswill requireconsiderable
communication to deal withtheinsecurity caused
by new experiencesasthey try to move away from
past tendenciesto be overly dependent on each
other.

Reprint
If we saw the same patternin acomposite chart, the
themeswould have much the sameinterpretation but
would relateto how thereationship isdevel oping
and what kind of relationship hasexisted inthepast.
Consider the South Node conjunct theMoonin
Sagittariusin the composite chart’ s8th house, North
Nodein Gemini inthe2nd house.

Thiswould beanindication that thetype of relation-
ship they were accustomed to in the past was
intenseand symbiotic, quitelikely family oriented.
Thedesireof the current relationship would be
toward aless codependent tendency with greater
communication and more capability to generatethe
security of theredationship by generatinginthe
individua sadynamic of saf-sufficiency. Theremight
still beaval ue placed on the previous nomeadic,
natural law orientation of the Sagittarius. But this
would tend to bring agreater independencerather
than the codependency of the past. Slipsinto
codependency would tend to cause discomfort.
This, inturn, would activate the Gemini North Node
inthe2nd. So communicationwould beanatural
way towork out thedifficulties.

But recognizethat one couplewould not exhibit both
the synastry and composite characteristics, sothere
would not be much confusion asto whether we
werededing withindividua or relationshipfactors.
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