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Shamanic astrology, which Danid practices, deals
with the astrol ogy that one can derivefrom physica
observationsand theimpact of thevisible constella-
tions, stars, planetsand planetary patternsonthe
psyche. HisVision Quest process emphasi zes
meditation under thenight sky, allowingittoreved
itsmysteries. It also coversaphilosophy of “as
above, so below; aswithout, sowithin.” Thismeans
that the same cyclesthat we observe outside our-
selvesoccur withinourselves. Thenthereisthe
understanding of the Underworld, not some place of
torture, but rather an existenceinitsownright,
subject to thelaws of itsrealm, and very much apart
of our lifeexperiencesaswe go through downsand
thenups.

Hesuggeststhat death and rebirth in the same body
(i.e. withinthe samelifetime) may bereplacingthe
recent emphasisonfull-scalereincarnation asthe
primary processof transforming through cycles.
Panetsgoing under the horizon (i.e. moving toward
the conjunction with the Sun) may be oneof the
sgnificant expressionsof Underworld cycles. Oneof
theemphasized Underworld cyclesthat hedeals
with and equatesto Pluto isthe external (superior)
conjunction of Venusand the Sun, when Venusis
going through what would be considered the con-
junction for aplanet outside Earth’sorbit, out of
sight or below the horizon.

A shamanicinvestigation of Shadow might start with
thenormal Jungian definition of Shadow asthose
aspects of the self that we deny, repressand avoid,
that then expressthemsel ves through our uncon-

sciouseither asour own unpredicted behavior or as
the behavior that weattract or stimulatein others
that remindsusof thethingsthat wearetrying not to
deal with. To that concept, Daniel addsthat Shadow
inevitably involveslineageaswell.

Hisshamanic astrology processdividesthelifeinto
threerealmsor tenses. Lineage, represented prima:
rily by the moon and south node; Present, or what
wearedoing with our current lives, represented by
Sun, Venus, Mars, Mercury and Jupiter; and then
the Future, whichisdefined asthelessonsof the
four angles. Theascendant isour persond identity
project; Midheaven, our right livelihood project;
Descendant, our partnership project; and I C, our
home and roots project. Theseanglesarethemajor
lessonsor skillsweare hereto learn aswe move
throughlife.

If therearesmilaritiesbetween thelineageand the
ascendant, then our development of our Personal
[dentity will be somewhat smoother than for those
whose ascendant, moon, and south node have
nothing in common. For example, Sagittarius
Ascendant with AriesM oon and south nodeinthe
5thwill berelatively well versed in thefreedomsand
independence being studied asthe Personal Identity
project. But say one has Scorpio rising with Moon
in Sagittariusand south nodeinthe5th (inAries...),
thenthisindividua comesfromavery independent
and self-assertivetribe (Moon in Sagittarius) and
jobwithinthetribe (south nodeinthe 5th) and will
havetrouble gracioudy expressing the Scorpio
Personal Identity. Thispersonislikely to go through
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phaseswhen the sting or secretiveness of Scorpio
comeout. Thisrepresentsthe Shadow side, some-
thing that we have not really expressed in our past.

Leo Moon might expressabackground of being
royal inatimewhenroyalty waswell-received, or of
having aspecia set of skillsor abilitiesthat brought
great popularity and adulation. Now if that person
comesinwith, say, aheavy Capricorn, includingthe
ascendant, therewould tend to beahiatuswhile
they had to dis-identify themsal vesfrom the assump-
tion and expectation that everyoneloved them. This
typically isaccomplished by thelack of support the
world showsusfor aset of characteristicswetake
on from our moon. They would also haveto develop
thedisciplineand responsibility that the Capricorn
Ascendant requires. Thismight be somewhat
difficult, and run them through someof the high-
handedness of the Capricorn shadow.

By contrast, consider the Cancer, Virgo, Capricorn
and Piscesmoons, which Daniel callsthegiver
moons. Their lineageisthat of serviceto thecom-
munity, thefamily or maybe some specific authority
inthecommunity. Their understanding isto put
othersfirst and to be modest and unassuming, even
asthey areeffectiveand useful. Now give one of
those moonsaL eo Ascendant, and we havejudg-
ment coming from the moon to the behaviorsthat the
person feelsdrawn to and rewarded for. To keep on
givingisredundant. Theobjectiveisto become
radiantly self-loving. Soit’stimeto start again.

Daniel citesanintelligencetest. Say wehaveagiver
moon and an A scendant (with Marsfor menand
Venusfor women) notin giver signs. We start off
with atendency to give becausethat hasgained us
acceptanceinthe past. But thistimewefind thereis
no reward forthcoming. So many of uswill try
harder and give more. Themorewetry, thelesswe
arerewarded. At thesametime, weredlizethat the
laughisonus. We need to do what wearere-
warded for now, not what we know from the past.
Thenthereisthe other casewheretheindividual has
thesameor smilar sign for moon and Ascendant,
say, Virgo Moon and Ascendant. Thistellsusthat
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we have perfected someof theart of serviceand
ceremony without show, but thereisanother branch
of theskillsto learn. So now the project becomesto
switch from our past skill in, say, being atribal health
practitioner to becoming the accountant or keeper of
sacred ceremonies (or whatever itiswefind our-
selvesrewarded for).

Our society and timein genera aregoingthrougha
strong Underworld phase. It seemsto have adeath
wish that we see expressed al around us. Daniel is
devel oping modelsbhased on Venusand Mars,
particularly whenthey relateto Plutointhe natal
chart, that take the Underworld context to adiffer-
ent plane. With connections between Pluto and
Venusor Mars, we are drawing on more of the
Underworld emphasisin our relationships, which
may or may not be defined only through right
partnering. Signatures such as Pluto conjunct the
Ascendant, or in hard aspect to Venusor Mars,
bring the specia magnetism of the Underworld with
them. People may react to uswith fright or anger, or
wemay draw out their shadow sidesand receive
blasts of energy from them. For these peoplewith
thestrong Pluto-rel ationship signatures, thisintensity
of interactionwith other individua sbecomestheir
medicine, someof whichthey takethemsdlves, and
someof whichthey knowingly or unknowingly give
toothers.

Danidl’sstrategy for dealing with Shadow inrela-
tionship isto draw onthe positiveside of theas-
cending sign (with second considerationtothesign
of Venusfor women, Marsfor men), and try to keep
that in clear perspective aswe go through the stress
of the shadow energy being projected at them.
Someingghtsintothesesignaturesisasfollows:

Gemini Ascendant: Don't fight it. Just disengageand
disappear. Step aside at thelast moment likea
bullfighter.

Scorpio Ascendant: Deal with the shadow. Asmuch
aspossible, buildinthelifeforce. Confront the
energy coming at youl.
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TaurusAscendant: Adopt astrategy of safety. Make
theadversary comfortable, bringing comfort and
physical reassuranceinto the equation.

LibraAscendant: When confronted by the* bad
guys,” usethe Scheherazade strategy: Keeptelling
theminthemost delightful way of al thegood things
that are contained within the present. Tell useful,
engaging stories. Keep them engaged one-on-one.

SagittariusAscendant: Thetruth shal setyoufree. In
Danid’shypothetica example, youarecampingin
the desert and find you are about to be abducted by
bad aliens. Say tothem, “1 invokethe Universal law
of non-interferencewith theaffairsof other sentient
beings. Andif you doubt me, consult your superi-
ors.” Tell thetruthwith conviction ... butit hasto
beyour truth.

LeoAscendant: Blast the shadow materia withthe
radiance of your self-lovethat trandatestolovefor
all. Butit hasto begenuine. You haveto authenti-
caly loveyoursdf ... sokeepinpracticing.

VirgoAscendant: Relateto nature and the natural
cyclesof the Earth. When you do healing work, the
shadow energy often goesto the healer. So havea
relationship with aphysical entity such asagreat
tree, rock or stream that will accept the energy and
ground it for you when you approach and contact
theentity.

AriesAscendant: Use healthy competition and
aggressionto diffusethe shadow energy. Thismight
get into physica contact but, if donewith self-love,
will not resultinharm.

PiscesAscendant: Enter into the space and frame-
work of the other person. Absorb their situation and
deal withit asyour own. ... | know what you are
feding.

Cancer Ascendant: Daniel istill working onthe
definition of this, but it hasto do with providing them
aspacewherethey canfed truly at home, wherethe
family loveand relaxation can comeout.

Capricorn Ascendant: Makethelaw clear to them.
Act asan elder, bring out the consequences of
crossing theboundary.

AquariusA scendant deal swith not acknowledging
thepossibility of shadow. It becomes something that
they deal withintheir heads, something that can be
defined out of existence. Detachment becomesan
important way inwhichAquariusdealswiththe
messagesthey don’t want to cometo gripswith.
They cut off emotion asbeing “too dense,” directing
themsalves*“towardthelight.” WithAquariusrising
and lacking support fromthelineage, we may see
detachment and sublimation away fromemotion
(dengity) to excess, just asaway for theindividual
tolearn how to“do” Aquarius.
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