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Thisisamatter of owning our owninner masculine
for women, or inner femininefor men. Themake-up
of Marsinawoman’schart, and of Venusina
man'’s, defineslargely theinner partner weneed to
completethe Sacred Marriage. Once our Venusand
Marsarein balance, wehavewithin oursalvesthe
ability to deal with theworld through both feminine
and masculine perspectives, bringing each to bear at
the appropriatetime. But beforewe have achieved
that blending and agreement, weareinasituation
wherewetend to rely on someone elseto do the
“opposite’ sidefor us. We study those situations,
observing what our chosen “expert” does. Then, as
webecomefamiliar withthe patterns, wefinaly
graduateto the Sacred Marriage within oursel ves,
and no longer need that external input to do the
oppositesidefor us.

Daniel placesemphasison chart signaturesthat
contain connections, particularly the harsh ones,
from Pluto and Saturn, to the natal Marsor Venus.
These people haveaspecial set of lessonsand an
urgency about thoselessons. For these eva uations,
he uses a 10° Ptolemai ¢ aspects.

Thebeginning pointinfollowing Daniel’smodelsis
awayswiththelineagesignature: Moon (sign and, to
alesser extent, house) and South Node (house, and
to alesser extent, sign). To understand the Venus
and Marsin achart, we need to know wherethe
lineage has provided expertise; in other words, the
Moon sign. There might bearenunciate signature of
theMoon (e.g. Aries, Gemini, Sagittarius) or exper-
tiseinintimacy but not pair bonding (Leo, Taurus),
orinpair bonding but not intimacy (Libra). Then,

for Daniel’smodel of the Sacred Marriage, we shift
totheVenusand Marssignatures. These, together
with the Sun, are thetool sand equipment of the
current life, thosethingsonewill be abletowork
within trying to make progress. Sowelook at the
relationship between thesethree planets.

Sun and Venusin the same sign for women provides
aclear signatureof theintent and the*fuel” (Sun) for
achievingit. Indifferent Sgns, theintent isdefined
moreclearly by the Venussignature, with the Sun
providing information on how shewill reachthe
god. Similarly for Sunand Marsfor men. Obvioudy
therearemore peoplewith Sunand Venusinthe
samesign than therearewith Sunand Marsinthe
samesign, sinceVenusnever getsmorethan 48
degreesaway from the Sun, whereasMars can be
inany signwithout referenceto the Sun. Sothereis
animplicationthat womenaremorelikely to be
clear about their relationship intent than men. But
thisisnot guaranteed. Someof thesemisextilesigns
arethemost contrasting, e.g. Arieswith Piscesor
Arieswith Taurus.

Next he pointsout the difference betweenrelation-
shipintent and physicd attraction. The Sun, Venus,
and Marsdescribethe physical attraction character-
isticsinachart, but the A scendant-Descendant
describethereationshipintent. Thisaxiscomesin
six pairs, making no distinction betweenthesignon
the ascendant and that on the descendant inthe
analysis, i.e. Taurusrising and Scorpiorising arethe
samerdationship intent signatures. Daniel’ sexperi-
enceindicatesthat about two-thirds of the horo-
scopes he examines show asplit betweenthe
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relationship intent and who we areattracted to. This
isdedt withindifferent waysby different cultures.
Someessentially arrange marriages based on socia
condition, horoscopes, or other traditions. Others,
likethe French, assumetherewill beloversand
mistresses, but they don’t talk about them. Inthe
U.S., wetend to berather hypocritical, Daniel
suggests, presumably becausethereisafair amount
of infidelity going on but very littleacknowledgement
of it.

Wealsofind cluesin the horoscope about how
relationshipwill work out for theindividua. Some
will haveaseriesof high-speed monogamous
relationships, e.g. cardina andfiresigns, especialy
Sagittariusand Aries, but not forgetting Libra's
potential for “doing” their relationship thing over and
over. Othersmay have signaturesof long-term
commitment without sparks, e.g. Earthand fixed
signs, typically Capricorn, Scorpio and thelike.
Other signsmight indicatethe possibility of non-
committed, parallel relationships, e.g. Gemini,
Sagittarius, or Aquarius. Romantic Piscescould a so
fal intothiscategory if they are unableto set bound-
ariesabout commitment at any onetime. All these
suggestionsare only hints, not to beinterpreted for
every chart that has ascendant and descendant
playing aong these axes. But acombination of these
sgnatureswith confirmation fromthe positionsby
house and sign of the ascendant and descendant
rulers, Mars, Venus, and the Sun can be quitetelling
ininterpreting theactua relationship behavior.

The Sacred Marriageisafulfillment of the Venus-
Marsrelationshipwithintheindividud’snature. It
dependson full devel opment of themasculineand
femininein balanceand in harmony. Thisset of
current intentsmay bevery different thanthelineage
defined by Moon and South Node. Thefirst re-
quirement in the process of achieving the Sacred
Marriageisfor awoman towork on her Marsand
for amantowork on hisVenus. Then they haveto
understand how Venusand Marsrelateintheir lives.
Each hasitsown set of 12 sub-archetypesthat allow
thefeminineto expressinavery masculineor Yang
way, e.g. VenusinAriesor Sagittarius; or that allow
themasculineto expressin adecidedly feminine
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way, i.e. Marsin Taurusor Cancer. So Daniel
provided insight into thearchetypes, assuming that
we could derivethefemininefrom the masculineand
viceversa.

A sdection of thoseingghtsfollows, beginning with
examplesof themasculine Venusfollowed by
examplesof thefeminineMars.

MasculineVenusin Virgo: Thisindividua isencoun-
tering theVirgin Priestess, using the older definition
of virgin, whereit describesawoman who does not
“belong” to any singleman, but isindependent and
self-sufficient in her service of thegoddess. Thisman
might want to bond and form long-term relation-
ships, eg. if hehasLibrarising. But hecontinualy
attractsinto hislifetheVirgin Priestesstype, who
will tolerate arelationship for some period, but not
to the stage of becoming apossession or dependent
of theman. Thesewoman have no intention of
bonding. He needsto do inner, Sacred Marriage
work first. Then he can be attracted to something
other than what he started with. The primary thingto
observe hereisthat attractionisnot logical but
dictated by the needs of theindividual and reflected
intheVenus, Mars, and ascendant-descendant
signaturesinthe chart. Sothemanwith Venusin
Virgo needsto become self-sufficient to the extent
that he doesn’t perceive adesireto trap women and
get into abondage style of relationship withthose he
associateswith. Thiscan happen when hehascome
to gripswiththe need of practica serviceto his
feminine needs, when he can perform the Sacred
Work and servicethat he might otherwise demand
of hispartner. Then he can attract someonewho will
not be scared off by the neediness expressed
through projecting hisVenuson her.

MasculineVenusinAries. ThisisaWarrior identity
of thefeminine. Athleticism, spontaneity, indepen-
dence, competitivenessand assertivenessare
emphasized, Again, aCancer or Libraascendant-
descendant signaturewill probably makeit very
difficult for these peopleto draw apartner interested
in settling down with themuntil they havedonethe
inner work of becoming independent and adventur-
ousintheir ownright. Thesetwo signatures (Venus
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inVirgoand VenusinAriesfor men) really require
theindividual to be prepared to operate outsidethe
cultura archetypesof normalcy.

MasculineVenusin Libra ThisisaHerasignature.
Hera, thewife of Zeus, wasknown for her great
jealousy indedling with the philanderingsof her
husband, andin generaly carping about hisbehavior.
But hewasthe archetypal Sagittarian! Theother
sde, thereason shedid not leavethismaingering
miscreant, isthat hewas, after al, theKing. This
conveyed astatusand power derived from histhat
shefound sufficiently attractive and important to put
up with hisbehaviorsand only scold him rather than
leave him. Thissignaturewantsthefeminineto be
the#1 priority inlife. Incontrast with Venusin Virgo
inaman’schart, requiring that the Sacred Work be
accomplished, thisisabout relationship, pair bonding
being themost important factor.

FeminineMarsin Pisces. Hereare Dionysusparal -
lels. Hewasthe god of wine, women and song, but
hisbasi c ability wasthe ability to be comfortableto
thewomen around him. They could let gowithhim,
and enjoy their rapture and ecstasy in hiscompany.
He has been described asthe god of gay men. This
sgnatureisclosest tothefeminineprinciplebut hasa
trangpersond quality. Dionysusmarriesinonly one
of thestories. AriadnewasaTantrika, Scorpio-type
avant-garde priestess. She observed the emergence
of anew typeof masculineg/solar principle. She

hel ped Theseusthrough the labyrinth but later was
abandoned as Theseusmoved into patriarchal

thinking. Shethen matcheswith Dionysus. Herewe
areseeing thesearchfor amanwithareally well-
devel oped feminine, feding side. Her lessonisto
devel op sdlf-nurturing, self-empathy rather than self-
condemnation, and the ability to take care of her
own feeling needs. Once shehasdonethat, shecan
deal with men of varioustypes, whileproviding her
owninner fegling support system.

FeminineMarsin Sagittarius. ThisisaVison Quest
warrior signature. Thesewomen haveaneedto go
ontothe next challenge, the next excitement, andto
keep traveling rather than settle down and nurture.
Thelessonistolearn how to support that need from
her own resources. Maybethisinvolves shaping her
owntravel plansor her own growth processbefore
getting into arelationship, and maintaining that
independence when apossiblereationship does
surface. If she depends on the man to expressher
need to travel and to experience new dimensionsor
to be her spiritua teacher, shewill only become
frustrated with being shut off from theworld.

FeminineMarsin Cancer: Theneed hereisfor a
stable, loving, giving, and nurturing householder, a
perfect Mr. Mom. Theretendsto beapricefor the
Cancerian sgnature: hemay bevery nurturing with
thefamily, but may not bevery intimatewith hiswife.
She needsto provide her own environment of love
and nurturance, taking care of her own needs. Given
this, theright kind of partner will bemuch easier to
find.
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