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Dennisreturned for histhirdvisittotheASA,
bringing with him greet techniquesfor combining
Eastern (Vedic) techniquesfor judging theMoon
with Western reading of chartsingenera. Dennis
likenshisfascination with both systemsto the
quantum theory of light, which statesthat light
sometimesbehaveslikeaparticleand sometimes
likeawave. Soheseesthetwo systemsof astrol-
ogy, Eastern and Western, ascomplementary parts
of thewhole. Heaso commentsthat itislikeadding
spicesfrom different countriesto arecipe. They
only conflict if oneuses*wrong” combination. Soit
iswith combining Vedic and Western techniques. We
use selected processes complementarily from each
system.

Thefirst thingto noteisthat therearetwo basic
zodiacs, Sdereal andtropical. The starting point of
thetropical isdefined by the Sun’sarriva at the
intersection of theecliptic and theequator. This
marksOPAriestropical. Thestarting point of the
sidereal zodiacisdefined by the Sun’sarrival at the
0°point of the constellation Aries. Fromthere, we
subtract the difference between thetropica and
sidered zodiacs (ayanamsha) to get the position of
the planets, cusps, etc. inthesidered system. A
small problem arises. The ° point of theAries
congtdllationisnot unanimoudy agreed on, giving
risetoanumber of different ayanamshas. Dennis
advocatesusing theL ahiri ayanamsha, sinceitisthe
onefavored by the Indian government. It increases
at therate of about 50’ ayear. In 1950, the
ayanamshawasabout 23°10'. Currently, itsvalueis
about 23°50'.

Thegodsof Vedic astrology are: (a) to discover and
fulfill out dharma, finding out whoweare; (b) to
acquirewhat isnecessary tofulfill out purposeand
completeit, freeing usto moveto ahigher plane.
Andfromthis, to obtain Moksha, astate of unity
with the Godhead, in which the consciousnesswe
have been given harmonizeswiththe Universe.

Inthe Vedic system, the sages defined anumber of
planetary yogas. Theseare combinationsof planets
inspecific configurationsthat reflect characteristics
of thenative. TherearecombinationsliketheRga
Yoga, or royal yoga, indicating very specia configu-
rationsamost guaranteed to bring successinthelife
of theindividua. But thereare many others, includ-
ing aset dedicated to combinationsor configurations
of planetswith the Moon.

IntheVedic systemtherearethesame 12 signsas
we have, but there are also 27 nakshatras, or
mansionsof theMoon. Nakshatrameans*that
which never decays,” whereasthe Vedic system
usesthe phrase*aheap of stones’ (rasl) for the
sgns. Sotheir emphasisison thenakshatras, which
occupy 13°20' each, resulting in the round 360°
when repeated 27 times. The span of each
nakshatra, 13°20', isthemean daily motion of the
M oon. Ascendant and M oon particularly, thetwo
most important symbolsof the Vedic chart, are
referredtointermsof their nakshatras. A
combination of ascendant and M oon nakshatrascan
give congderableinformation about theindividual.

Dennisrelated some of themythology of the Moon.
Inone of themyths, theMoon, Soma, fallsinlove
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with Tara(which meansastar or planet in genera,
often usedfor thelunar asterisms), thewife of
Brihaspati (Jupiter). They run off together, enraging
Brihaspati. Astheforces of each side (Somaand
Brihaspati) are preparing for agreat war, Brihaspati
pleadswith Brahmato intercede, which hedoes. In
theend, Brihaspati takesback hiswife, whoisnow
pregnant with the child of Soma. Thebaby born of
that unionisthe planet Saumaya (son of Soma) or
Budha, Mercury.

From thiswe can see asubtl ety that the Vedicshave
defined better than the Western system has. The
Moon represents consciousnessand themind. Itis
connected to our ability to perceive. Our perception,
andtherefore our choices, arelimited and focused
by thedefinition of theMooninthechart. Our

karmic pattern (the Moon’ssituation in our charts)
defineswhat we can become aware of. These
perceptions and awarenesses affect what we do
over time. AsDennissaid, “What you seeiswhat
you get. What you can’t see, you can’t get.”

Mercury ishot so much consciousnessasthe
discriminatingintellect, theability tomakedistinc-
tions, analyze, and reason. Thishasto derivefrom
consciousness, but itisnot the same. And, asDennis
said, “TheMoonisyour God-given awareness,
given according to your karma. You' reresponsible
for dl your stuff! The Greekshad Fateinasimilar
way. Wehave DNA that flowsfrom onegeneration
tothenext. But thereisfreewill, what wedo with
Our awareness, our Consciousnessto move our-
selvesbeyond our current Situation.”

Oneof themagjor functionsof Mercury isto assess
wherewearein our progress and makethedistinc-
tionsasto what we need to enhance, what we need
to lose about oursalves, and then to monitor our
progressalong theway. Thesearedl inlinewith
Mercury’sfunction astherationd, discriminating
intellect.

Discriminating intellect isthedriver of what wedo
with our consciousness. Dennisused the allegory of
comingto agroveof apples, andredizing, fromthe
lovely red color and the delicious odor that they
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wereripeand ready to eat. Thisisthe consciousness
of theMoon. But so far no judgment has been made
astowhat to dowith them. The PiscesMercury
might seethe possibility of telling al hisfriendsabout
thelovely applesand inviting everyonedownto
shareinthem. TheVirgo Mercury might decideto
hireday |aborersto pick them and then sell themto
hisfriends. TheAriesMercury might just jumpthe
fenceand start eating right away.

Mercury istheval uewe place on our conscious-
ness-engendered impressions. Mercury istheroot
of al the*merc” words, like mercantile, merchant,
market, merchandise, etc. Thisdiscriminating
intellect isborn of themind. Buddhi discriminates,
values, names, distinguishesgood from bad, right
fromwrong, covetsthisand abjuresthat, and so
createsthe”tenthousand things’ of the Tao Te
Ching. Atthistimein history, itisuseful to havea
good, strong, functional Mercury to be ableto cope
withal theever-faster requirementsfor decisons
and distinctionsthat we arefaced with. The Moon,
mind, iswhat carriestheimpressionsfrom the past
into the present. Theintellect, Mercury, iswhat we
dowith what we are given from the past.

Karmaplaysitsdf out unconscioudy through habits,
good and bad. Thememoriesbuilt up over time
drivethehabits, from past livesinto the present one,
and the habits condition us. Theseare Moon func-
tions. Thefunction of Mercury isto observethe
habitsand choosewhichto keegpand whichto
discard. The M oon’slocation, waxing and waning,
itsyogasand planetary contacts, its placement by
houseand signall reflect the predilections of the
soul, itsmomentum that buildsup over time. The
Moonislikethe celestial hand you have been dealt
or earned. Mercury talks about how you can deal
withthat hand. A strong Mercury awayswantsthe
best (refer tothe* merc” wordsabove), sometimes
totheextent of beingirrational. Soit needsto be
tempered with wisdom and judgment, functionsof
Jupiter and Saturn.

Indedling with planetary yogas, Dennispointsout
that we need to understand the principlesrather than
all thedetailsand names. B.V. Raman haswrittena
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book on thetopic, Three Hundred Planetary
Combinations. Itisaclassicinthefield, but details
thetreesat the expense of theforest. If weunder-
stand the planets and the principles of theyogas, we
can understand the nature of theformationsin the
chart.

SunaphaYoga: Planets second fromtheMoon. In
theVedic chart, these are planetsinthenext sign/
housefromtheMoon, sincesignsand housesare
the same (inthe Southern Indian chartsthat most
Vedic astrologersuse). Thus, aplanet at 1°Virgois
second fromaMoaoon at 29° L eo. But, inWestern
charts, we might prefer to useaseparation of a
house. Soaplanet inthe 3rd houseissecond from
aMooninthe second.

The second houseisabout how you take
nurturance, how you acquirethings. It usedto deal
with bartering, but with money inthepicture, itis
often considered to bethe ability of peopleto
generateincome or money. So planets second to
theMoon areindicatorsof an ability to acquire. The
better aspected and the more benefic the planets,
and themore of them that there are, themore
powerful istheability to acquire, get, take. Acquisi-
tion onitsown might beregarded astheway a
three-year-old goesfor atoy. Then Mercury starts
to passjudgment and learn lessons about sharing,
asking, being nice, etc. and al theearly purity of
acquisitivenessiscovered up with an overlay of
civilization. The nature of the planet or planets
second from the M oon, and the standing and
aspectsto that planet, describe how we usethemto
acquire, give, or take.

AnaphaYoga: PlanetstwelfthfromtheMoon (in
the 12th house of the M oon, the house/signimmedi-
ately precedingit) givetheability to disperse,
disseminate, give, lose. Thelndian culturetendsto
place greater emphasison thisability than onthe
ability toget or gain, whichisthedesireof the
Western world. Peoplewiththe AnaphaYoga
become channel sfor dispersing money, goods, food,
etc. They might work with charities, welfareagen-
cies, or smply livelivesinwhich thedistribution of

substance was more emphasi zed was more empha-
Szedthanitscollection.

DuradharaYoga: Thisisacombination of the
Sunaphaand AnaphaYogas, with planetsboth
second and twelfth from the Moon. It hasthe effect
of both acquiring and dispersing. Denniscited the
chart of Andrew Carnegie, which hasafive-planet
stelliumin the second house, and Moonin thethird
In hiscase, theascendant, whichisup therewith the
Moon inimportance, hasthe second house planets
moreor lessin SunaphaYogatoit, giving astrong
ability toacquire. Thenit hastheMooninthethird,
forming an AnaphaYogawith the second house
planets. Sohebelievedthat theworst fateinthe
worldwould beto diewith hismoney intact. Thus
hedistributed it through hischarities, foundations,
university, etc.

Gaja-Kesari Yoga: Thisisaconnection of the
Moonto Jupiter by quadrature (by sign-house). So
Moon inthe same sign-house, opposite or square
sign-houses bestowsthe Gaja-K esari Yoga. Since
Jupiter isthemajor beneficinVedic astrology, itisa
beneficia contact to have. It givesthedignity,
courage, and presence of the elephant (Gagja) and
the strength and power of thelion (Kesari). These
people have asense of connectednessto society. In
our time, wemight useaphrase such as“the Top
GunYoga,” indicating vaor, power and character.

Adhi Yoga: Thisplacesthethreebenefics, Mercury,
Venusand Jupiter, in some combinationinthesixth,
seventh and/or eighth sign-housesfromtheMoon,
basically in 7th house configuration. Sothese

peopl e benefit through others. The planetscan beal
inoneof the houses, or distributed acrosstwo or
threeof them. But al three planetsmust beinvolved
for the effect to bemost significant. It canasobe
that there are other planetsin the samearea, includ-
ing malefics. Thisdoesnot destroy theAdhi Yoga.
These peoplearegenerally popular., thekinds of
people othersliketo be around, and so the kinds of
peoplethat othersare prepared to help and put out
energy for.
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Vasumati Yoga: Mercury, Venusand Jupiter in
some combination of the 3rd, 6th, 10th or 11th
fromthe Moon. Thesearethe growing houses, so
theenergy of theyogaistoward commercial
success. These peoplework well and successfully
with others.

Therearetwo difficult Moon yogasthat Dennis
defined.

ShakataYoga: Jupiter inthe6th, 8th, or 12th
housefrom the Moon. the 6th, 8th, and 12th are
difficult houses. Thel12thislikesunrise, whereitis
spendingitsenergy burning off themorning fog.
Thelight of the self strugglesto comeout of the
shadows. The 8th representsthe Sun getting ready
to set, thehouse of death. The 6thisthe house
wherethe Sun has set, and now hasalong way to
gobeforeit risesagain. Thisisthe place of hedlth
problems. With Jupiter in thesethree housesfrom
the M oon, without any of the other beneficsinthe
house of Jupiter, the person doesn't receivethe
grace of Jupiter. They have upsand downsinlife,
leading to an emotional roller-coaster. Quoting the
Vedic scriptures, “ The personwill be bereft of
happiness, and becommon and ordinary.” Thisisa
yogaof poor self-esteem.

KemaDrumaYoga: Thisisastuation of al the
aboveyogasbeing lackinginthechart, avery rare
occurrence. Thereareno contactswith Jupiter
(remembering that Jupiter aspectsby sextileand
trineaswell ashard aspectsin the Vedic system,
and that we are dealing with aspectsby sign-
house), no conjunctionsor oppositionsto the
Moon (again, by sign-house), andtheMoonis
ofteninthe6th, 8th or 12th house (fromthe
ascendant). Thereisno conectionthrough the
consciousness (theMoon) to thedivine, and none
to other people. Quoting Dennis: “ Thisislike
having no ground to stand on. Any groundisgood
ground, evenif itishard, dry, or uncomfortable.
Ground allowsyou to get traction, to move. If
thereare no contactswith the Moon, thereisno
supportinlife. Itislikebeingal aone, feding no
connection from family, friends, strangers, co-
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workers, etc. Thesepeopledon’t feel support
whenthey areyoung. Itisbetter tofed painthan
tofed nothing.” This, likeall other Moon situations,
iskarmic. Thegoal appearsto beto releasethe
karma, to grow beyond it, possibly through accep-
tance and recognition that something elseispos-
shble. Itisthetypeof situation that may create
homel essness, abag-lady or abag-man.

Denniswent onto summarizemoresingular
contactswith theMoon, starting with the Ggja-
Kesari Yoga, Jupiter contacting the Moon through
hard aspect. Thisleads, becauseit is Jupiter, to
expanded awarenessand consciousness. Saturn
contacting the M oon through conjunction or
opposition (sign-house) leadsto contracted, highly
focused consciousness, especidly if Saturnisa
beneficinyour chart (inagood signfor Saturn, viz.
Capricorn, Aquarius, or Libra, and not afflicted by
other malefics, e.g. Sun, Mars, Rahu). If Saturnis
not well placed inyour chart, thecontrolling energy
may beincreased, and the person may be de-
pressed. Mars contacting the Moon by conjunc-
tion or opposition addsfuel and energy to con-
sciousness. These people can beenthusiastic and
expressive. Venus contacting the Moon by con-
junction or opposition hasamessageof, “1 amto
please,” andiswarm and inviting, with arefined
consciousness. Mercury isnot too friendly withthe
Moon. It leadsto subjective observation. For
objectiveclassification, Mercury should not betoo
closeto the Moon. But connected with the Moon,
thereisanatural curiosity, and it collectsinforma:
tion. There can aso be astrong memory associ-
ated with thiscombination.

For the outer planets, Dennisusesan orb or 2°- 5°
to avoid having the problem of wholegenerations
of peoplewith Leo Moon, say, having the charac-
teristicsof Moon-Pluto. Neptunewith theMoon
indicatesthe personal consciousnesslinkedtothe
divine consciousness. Thiscan|ead to asagacity,
acoholism, or to spiritual dementia. Thesepeople
can bedirect oraclesof divine consciousness.
Dennissays, “ You use your Neptune according to
your Saturn.” Uranuswith theMoon hasan
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interest intechnology (e.g. Michael Erlewineof
Matrix Software). Thiscan givegreat geniusand
can put the mind into aheightened state. But it can
also bedraining, and can bring deep-deprivation,
burnout, etc. It isthekind of symbol onemight find
incomputer progammerswho codedl night, living
onjunk food. Itisa sothe signature of Internet
addicts. Plutowith theMoon intensfies, bringing
life-and-death consciousness. Therearea so
consciouscontrol issueswith thiscombination.
Dennislikesto seethiscombinationlinked to
personal planets, alowing Plutoto bring higher
energy to those personal planets so that the person
canuseit. Moon-Pluto with Venuscloseto the
Plutowill bring persona knowledge of death, the
loss of someone close or well-knowntothe
individud.

TheNodes of the Moon, Rahu (north) and Ketu
(South), are part of the eclipse patterns. The
Moon with Rahu and K etu requiresusto look at
how closeto the eclipsetheindividua washborn.
Rahuisacquistive, psychologicd, brilliant-minded,
aswell asbeing the planet of worldliness. The
Moonwith Rahu creates brilliant people who may
usetheir mental abilitiesto manipulate or to edu-
cate and heal. Moon-Rahu peopletend to be
“informationfreaks,” very hungry for knowledge.
TheMoon with K etu leads people away from
worldliness. Ketuisvery other-worldly, very
spiritual, aswell aselementsof fantasy. It doesnot
create aconsciousness of thisworld.

Dennisa so mentioned thedifferent cyclesof the
two systems. Western astrol ogy, led by Dane
Rhudyar, workswiththe synodic cycle, New
Moon through Full Moonto New Moon. Thisis
29 days, 12 hours, and 44 minutes. It consists of
the:

New M oon phase (0°to 45° ahead of the Sun) of
innocence and ingtinctive development, likethe
seed germinating. Thereisafutureorientation, and
the nativeischaracterized by impulsvenessand
enthusiasm. With these people, what you seeis
what you get.

Crescent M oon (45°to 90° ahead of the Sun).
Thisisaphaseof chalengeand struggle, likethe
seed breaking through the soil and emerging into
thelight. Thereismomentum building. These
peopleare constantly struggling to achieveandto
developtractionintheir lives.

First Quarter Moon (90°to 135° ahead). Thisis
“crisgisinaction.” The seed hasemerged and now
must put on agrowth spurt to developitspotential .
These peopleare characterized by livesinvolved
with physical crises, and may bein occupations
such asambulance crews, emergency rooms, etc.

GibbousM oon (135°to 180° ahead). Here there
isanalysisand growth. These peoplewant to
review wherethey havereached to date, and what
thenext stepsare, and particularly how they should
be executed. Planning isamajor function. Sponta-
neity isnolonger present.

Full M oon (180°to 135° behind the Sun). Now
theMoonisat itsbrightest, the plant infull bloom.
These people can seevery clearly, and are strongly
relationship oriented. Theability to seeso much
canleadto procrastination asthe aternativesare
evauated.

Disseminating M oon (135°to 90° behind the
Sun). Now thefruit isforming and starting to ripen.
Atthisstage, theindividual startsto think of how
hisaccumul ated knowledge can be passed on, and
thereisaninclination toward teaching in onevariety
or another. These peoplearethe sharersof the
zodiac.

Last Quarter: Thefruitisripened and harvested.
Theindividual comesto gripswith mortality and the
need for letting go. Thereisatendency togo
through crises of consciousness, inwhichthe
individual doesagreat deal of internal soul-
searching, becoming aware of thevulnerability of
the human condition among other things.

Balsamic M oon: Herethe seed dropsto the

ground and rests before the next season of growth.

Theindividua isretreatinginto the self to recuper-
5



The Arizona Astrologer

Reprint

atefromtheeffortsof thepast cycle. They may
havegreat insight, almost prophetic, into theworld
and what makesit tick. These people can be
prophetsasthey see and understand wherethings
haveto go next, whiletherest of theworldis
caught up inthe action of the moment.

Thissynodic cycle, which Rudhyar extended
through the progressed Moon cycle, isdeeply
embedded into the psychology of theindividual,
forming avery important part of the person’s
makeup.

Next, Dennisturned tothesidereal cycleof 27
days 7 hoursand 43 minutes, which the Vedic
systemuses. Thiscycleisnot concerned withthe
relationship between two bodies, but withthe
Moon’spositioninthe zodiac. Dividing the zodiac
andthe 27 days, 7 hours, and 43 minutesinto the
27 nakshatrasof 13°20' each, one nakshatraper
day essentialy, devel opsthe Soli-lunar calendar.
Indian birthdaysare cel ebrated not on the day the
Sunreturnstoitsnatal position, but ontheday
within the solar month of birth whentheMoon
returnstoitsnatal nakshatra. Thisday may be

before, on, or after the actual day of the month
when onewasborn, but it representsamuch more
important festival to the Vedic culture becausethey
vauetheMoon sointensaly.

Withtheir system, theVedic sagesteach that painis
necessary, suffering isnot. AsDennis pointed out, it
isnot theinsult that doesthe harm. It isthebusi-
nessof playing that insult over and over in our
mindsthat ingrainsitin our avareness, andsoin
our makeup for thefuture. If, instead, wegiveit no
thought, itistrivid. Similarly, those predispositions
that we seein ourselves can be modified by
constant, Mercuria, awareness. That awareness,
combined with the strength of Saturn and thewill of
the Sun, can beturned into changefor our own
improvement. And themorewedo thesethings,
themoreweinvitethe Grace of God to enter into
our livesand continueto accel erate the process of
releasing our karma.

And sowecometo theend of another great
presentationto theASA. Thank you, Dennis, for
thisexcel lent comparison and devel opment of the
two-Moon system!
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